Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board STAFF REPORT
August 8, 2016

1 : Location: 3325 Grand Avenue (APN: 010-0826-008-03)
Proposal: Heritage Property Nomination by owner: The Alley, 3325 Grand Av.
Applicant: Jacqualine L. Simpkins and Winn Schwyhart
Contact Person/Phone: Winn Schwyhart, (510) 541-1120
Owner: Jacqualine L. Simpkins
Case File Number: LM16005
General Plan: Neighborhood Center Mixed Use
Zoning: CN-2
Environmental Exempt Sec. 15331 CEQA Guidelines, Historical Resource
Determination: Restoration/ Rehabilitation; Sec. 15183 Projects consistent with
General Plan or Zoning. ‘
Historic Status: Preliminary (field) survey rating C2+
Service Delivery District: 2 .
City Council District: 2
Action to Be Taken: Determination that the property is eligible for Heritage Property
status, and designation as a City of Oakland Heritage Property

For Further Information: Contact Betty Marvin (510) 238-6879, bma.rvin@oaklandnet.com '

Heritage Property nomination for The Alley, 3325 Grand Avenue, is before the Landmarks
Preservation Advisory Board at the owner’s request for review of eligibility and designation.

HERITAGE PROPERTY STATUS

Chapter 4 of the Historic Preservation Element (HPE) defines Heritage Properties as “Properties
which definitively warrant preservation but which are not Landmarks or Preservation Districts.”
Heritage Properties may be designated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board or the
Planning Commission (in contrast to Landmarks, S-7, and S-20 districts which are designated by
City Council ordinance). Heritage Properties may also be designated by the Director of City
Planning, subject to cohfirmation by the Board or Commission. At a minimum, demolition,
removal, or specified major alterations of Heritage Properties may be postponed for up to 120
days. Heritage Properties are Designated Historic Properties (HPE Policy 1.3) and under Policy
3.8 are on Oakland’s Local Register of Historical Resources for the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and similar purposes including State Historical Building Code. They are
subject to the Category 1 demolition findings and are eligible for Mills Act contracts.

Per HPE p.4-19, a property is eligible for Heritage Property designation if it (a) has an existing
or contingency rating of A (highest importance), B (major importance), or C (secondary
importance) “according to the methodology of the Intensive Survey”; or (b) has an existing or
contingency rating of A or B from the Reconnaissance survey; or (c) contributes or potentially
contributes to any area potentially eligible for Preservation District designation (API or ASI).
The Landmarks Board evaluation sheet is based on “the methodology of the Intensive Survey.”

Heritage Properties may be designated at the owner’s request or at another’s nomination after
owner notification and acceptance. Landmarks Board designations are appealable to the Planning
Commission. Heritage Properties may be de-designated by the Board at the owner’s request or at
the initiative of the Board, but only upon documentation that the property does not meet Heritage
Property eligibility criteria, unless the designation was to be only for a limited time.
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THE ALLEY

A Heritage Property nomination for The Alley was filed by the owner in July 2016 after several
months” consultation with staff. Since this is an owner nomination, the Board may designate
The Alley a Heritage Property based on review of the nomination if the Board finds that it meets
the eligibility criteria. The property is eligible for consideration based on its 1986 reconnaissance
survey rating of C2+, “secondary importance or supetior example” (C), contributor to the Grand
Avenue Commercial Area of Secondary Importance (2+), with a field note “good storefront
¢.1940s.” This meets the third standard set out in the HPE, contributing to an ASI.

The Alley is unusual among existing Heritage Properties in that the outstanding feature, the
business and its premises (inside and out), occupies the ground floor of a fairly generic building,
a three-story structure of apartments over stores constructed in 1920 with the overall address of
3321-27 Grand Avenue. The business and building are currently in the same ownership, but
ownership has been separate in the past and could be again in the future.

Preservation Element Goal 2 is “To preserve, protect, enhance, perpetuate, use, and prevent the
unnecessary destruction or impairment of properties or physical features of special character or
special historic, cultural, educational, architectural or aesthetic interest or value. Such properties
or physical features include buildings, building components, structures, objects, districts, sites,
natural features related to human presence, and activities taking place on or within such
properties or physical features.” Table 2-1 of the Element provides definitions and examples of
all these property types. Relevant to The Alley are building components, including storefronts
and “privately-operated interiors normally accessible to the public” (with a photo of Dahlke’s bar
interior at 7th and Broadway, a “Victorian saloon inside a totally remodeled, undistinguished
shell”) and activities, “a store, business, institution or other ongoing land use typically
characterized by distinctive merchandise, materials, or manner of operation or by special
historical or cultural associations.”

Physical Description (summary - see application for more detail):

Except for the storefront the building exterior is boxy, clad in plain stucco, with a flat or low hip
roof and two- and three-part windows now replaced with aluminum sash. Steps to the second
floor apartment entrance run up the left side, alongside an alley that leads up to other structures

- behind. The commercial fagade has a carefully designed ramshackle roadhouse look created with
rough vertical and horizontal boards below a faux gable and pent roofs, faux windows, and a
graphic of a cat. A recessed entry on the right leads to swinging wood doors. Red neon spells out
“cocktails” and “dinners” and there is a projecting neon sign with two alley cats.

The 1934 permit for the interior (designed by prominent period revival architect Francis Harvey
Slocombe!) is still recognizable today: “The work to be done consists of installing booths and a
counter to be used as a restaurant. Also an exit stairway is to be built in the rear which connects
with an alley which in turn connects to the street. Along the walls on each side, work will be
done to represent the front of the building. The booths and counters are to be built of 1” lumber”
(permit #A53780). Details include an “Alley Loan Company” sign, a woman’s silhouette at
another fake window, lingerie on a clothesline, and a shack around the classic wooden bar. The
wallpaper is thousands of business cards, pictures, old playbills, and memorabilia. A grand piano
with its own bar is where Rod Dibble has played for community singing since 1960.
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Significance (summary — see application for more detail):

The Alley derives its historical significance from its association and preservation of piano bar
music and from the many famous patrons who visited to play, sing, leave a business card, or
enjoy a drink. It has been in continuous operation since reportedly being the first Oakland tavern
to open when prohibition ended in 1933. It was part of the Golden Age of Radio with a live
broadcast in 1946-1948. The Alley’s architectural design and interior décor are also unique. A
2012 documentary The Alley Cats by Cary Virtue (http:/www.imdb.com/title/tt2317145/ ) was
screened at the tenth Oakland International Film Festival and received a Partners in Preservation
Award from Oakland Heritage Alliance. The East Bay Express (Oct. 16, 1992) rated The Alley
“Best Home Away from Home.” A

As a longstanding neighborhood bar, The Alley serves a valuable function as a “third place”
separate from home or work, as described in Ray Oldenburg’s 1991 book, The Great Good
Place. Third places host casual gatherings of people beyond the boundaries and increasing
privatization of home and work. They contribute to the social viability of the community by
leveling the status of guests and provide settings for civic engagement, political discourse, , and
psychological support. They remain an important element for community vitality.

Recognition of vernacular commercial resources, businesses, and specifically restaurants and
bars is increasing. In Oakland Heinold’s First and Last Chance Saloon has long been on local
and national historic registers. More recently the Landmarks Board found the Kingfish Pub.
eligible for Heritage Property status. San Francisco Heritage has an active project to recognize
and support “Legacy Bars and Restaurants” (http:/www.sfheritage.org/legacy/news/) with a
“Legacy Business Registry” and potential financial incentives (http://legacybusinesssf.com/).
The business and the building at The Alley are currently in the same ownership, so displacement
issues addressed by San Francisco’s Measure J do not apply now, but they could in the future.

EVALUATION

Based on the above information, staff’s Landmarks Board evaluation and tally gives the property
a Landmarks Board “A” rating, eligible for designation, based on its imaginative vernacular
stage-set exterior and interior design, its long history as a neighborhood and Bay Area institution,
and its continuation of the piano bar tradition. Landmarks Board evaluation differs somewhat
from the Cultural Heritage Survey system in giving greatest weight to history, and somewhat less
to architecture. The evaluation sheet is attached for Board review and modification.

EFFECT OF DESIGNATION

Heritage Properties are Designated Historic Properties and are on Oakland’s Local Register of
Historical Resources for purposes including CEQA and State Historical Building Code. They are
subject to Category 1 (strictest) demolition findings and are eligible for Mills Act contracts.

The CN-2 zone on Grand Avenue already requires design review for exterior alterations;
Heritage Property designation would make it explicit that The Alley’s existing commercial
exterior is significant and should be maintained in keeping with its historic character. Oakland
does not have formal design review over interiors, but again Heritage Property status would
officially signal the importance of the interior.
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The Oakland Planning Code, pages 795ff, provides these Local Register design review criteria:
hitp://www2.0aklandnet.com/government/o/PBN/QurQrganization/PlanningZoning/s/codes/OA
K053289

Planning Code Sec. 17.136.050, Regular design review criteria. ...

C For Local Register Properties that are not Landmarks or located in the S-7 or S-20 Zone:

1. That for additions or alterations, the proposal will not substantially impair the visual, architectural, or
historic value of the affected site or facility. Consideration shall be given to design, form, scale, materials,
texture, lighting, landscaping, Signs, and any other relevant design element or effect, and, where
applicable, the relation of the above to the original design of the affected facility.

The same section contains what might be a tangential reference to review of interior features:

Sec. 17.136.050 B. For Nonresidential Facilities and Signs. ....1. ... Only elements of design which have
some significant relationship to outside appearance shall be considered ....

RECOMMENDATION

Staff finds that the nominated property meets the criteria for Heritage Property designation as
provided in the Preservation Element and recommends that the Board:

Receive testimony from the property owner and interested citizens;

Review the nomination and evaluation for accuracy and make any necessary revisions;
Make the determination that the property is eligible for Heritage Property designation;
Designate The Alley, 3325 Grand Avenue, a City of Oakland Heritage Property,
specifying protected features to include the storefronts and the bar/restaurant interiors
“normally accessible to the public.” '
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Prepared by:
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BETTY MARVIN
Historic Preservation Planner

7
ROBERT ME MP;/
Development Planning Manager
Attachments: :

A. Landmarks Board Evaluation Sheet and Evaluation Tally Sheet
B. Heritage Property application and attachments

Approved by:
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Clty of Oakland - Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
EVALUATION SHEET FOR LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY
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Oakland Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board

OAKLAND LANDMARK, S-7/S20 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE,
AND HERITAGE PROPERTY APPLICATION FORM

This form is for use in requesting the City of Oakland pursuant to its Zoning Regulations to establish a landmark,
landmark site, or Heritage Property or to rezone one or more properties to the S-7 or S-20 Preservation Combining
Zone.

1. IDENTIFICATION
A. Historic Name: Grand Alley Cafe
B. and/or Common Name: The Alley

2. ADDRESS/LOCATION

Street and number: 3325 Grand Avenue (3321-27)

Zip Code: 94610

3. CLASSIFICATION

A. Category D. Present Use (P) and Historic Use (H)

____ District ____Agriculture ___ Museum

_ X _Building(s) P, H Commercial _ Park

____ Structure ____Educational P, H Private Residence (upstairs)

____Site P, H Entertainment ____Religious

____ Object _____Government ____Scientific
____Industrial ____Transportation

B. Status ____Military ____ Other (Specify):

_ X _Occupied

_____Unoccupied

____Work in progress E. Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Non-contributing

Accessible 1 ___ buildings

__Yes: restricted _ ____sites

_ X _Yes: unrestricted _ ____structures

____No _ _____Objects
- ___ Total

Application for:

____ City Landmark _____S-7 District

_ X _Heritage Property ____S-20 District
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name: Jacqualine L. Simpkins

Street and Number: 9566 Crow Canyon Rd.

City: Castro Valley State: _ CA Zip Code: _ 94552

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 10-826-8-3

5. EXISTING FEDERAL/STATE DESIGNATIONS

A Federal
_____National Historic Landmark
____Included in National Register of Historic Places
____Determined eligible for inclusion in National Register of Historic Places

B. State
_____California Historical Landmark
____California Point of Historic Interest
_____State Historical Resources Inventory

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Name of Survey Survey Date Depository
Rating (if applicable)
Citywide Preliminary Inventory X 1986 Oakland City Planning

Grand Ave
Oakland, California
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7. DESCRIPTION

A. Condition: B. Alterations: C. Site
(Check one) (Check one)
X _Excellent Deteriorated X _Unaltered X _Original Site
Good Ruins Altered Moved (Date )
Fair Unexposed
D. Style/Type: early 20th c. vernacular apartment blg. with rustic-theme bar front
E. Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance:

The Alley restaurant and bar at 3325 Grand Avenue occupies the ground floor of a 3-story building with four
apartments on the upper floors at 3321-27 Grand Ave between Elwood Street and Santa Clara Street in the
Grand Lake Commercial District near Lake Merritt. The front of the building is 38 feet wide and abuts the
sidewalk. Except for the storefront (described below) the building exterior is boxy, clad in plain stucco, with a
flat or low hip roof, and two- and three-part windows now replaced with aluminum sash, mostly sliders. The
building is on a steep upslope lot, with steps to the second floor apartment entrance running up the left/southeast
side, alongside an alley that leads up to other structures behind. The southeast side is stucco and also has a fire
exit door from the commercial space and a door to the electrical room under the stairway leading up to the
residential units. The residential entry has a small tiled roof. The northwest/right side is nearly flush with an
adjoining building, separated by a narrow walkway. The rear/southwest side is unremarkable stucco.

The style of the commercial fagade is best described as Berkeley Eclectic, with a carefully designed ramshackle
roadhouse look. Above a wood skirt of rough vertical boards 2 feet high (the storefront base or bulkhead) are
horizontal 6-inch wide beveled clapboards covering the display-window area to a height of 10 feet. Above that,
the transom area is clad in vertical boards. A recessed entry on the right leads to swinging wood doors. On
either side of this entry is a 6-pane window 30” x 30" with red neon “cocktails” shining thru one and “dinners”
thru the other. There are two more 6-pane 30 x 34 windows in the entry recess on either side. At far right is a
vertical-board gate with a shingled pent roof and a faux window with a graphic of a cat. On the left front is an
unused recessed entrance capped by a fake gable with wood shingles and trimmed in red and green neon which
extends over the main entrance. On either side of the gable are horizontal 8-inch clapboards. There is a 6-pane
window 24x30 on the right side in the unused entry. Mounted at a slight angle in the center of the gable is a
window sash with 18 small 4x4 panes. Above 10’are vertical 8-inch wide clapboards to a height of 20 where
the stucco clad residential units begin. There is an 8-pane 24x36 window above the entrance. A prominent neon
sign of two alley cats is centered perpendicular to the wall above the main entrance.

Interior Design

Building permit #A53780 was issued to proprietor F. Hoffman June 12, 1934, for altering a store to a restaurant
at 3325 Grand. Designer was F.H. Slocombe. The permit states “The work to be done consists of installing
booths and a counter to be used as a restaurant. Also an exit stairway is to be built in the rear which connects
with an alley which in turn connects to the street. Along the walls on each side, work will be done to represent
the front of the building. The booths and counters are to be built of 1” lumber.” The result included vertical 1-
inch redwood planks of various widths along interior perimeter walls. In June 1935 permit A58177 was issued
to building owner Dr. G.E. Kleeman to install a steel I-beam for the first floor café.
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In a description still true today, the interior was described in 1948 as a reasonable facsimile of the original
DeLancey Street (25) bar in NYC, right down to the “Alley Loan Company” fake window, a woman’s silhouette
at another fake window, lingerie on a clothesline (15), and a shack around the classic wooden bar. It is designed
like an old saloon with semi-private diner-style booths beneath a 20-foot ceiling. A mezzanine (strengthened by
Gamble in 1944 using Curtola Company, permit B4041) is accessible by a stairway at the rear above the
kitchen. The walls have varying widths of vertical redwood planks as wainscoting to complement the exterior
facade. The wallpaper is 9000 business cards, pictures, old playbills, and memorabilia(see photos) contributed
by patrons as a way of saying, “I was here.” In 1941 the business expanded: Cliff Gamble installed five interior
redwood partitions and two doors connecting 3323 and 3325 Grand (previously two different premises), seating
arrangements, and a store room for liquor storage (permit A93822, November 14, 1941).

8. SIGNIFICANCE

A Period: B. Areas of significance--check and justify below:
___Prehistoric _____Archeology-prehistoric ____Landscape architecture
__ Pre-1869 _____Archeology-historic _ law
__1869-1906 _____Agriculture ___ Literature
_X 1906-1945 _____Architecture ____Military
_X _Post-1945 ___Art _X_Music
_X _Commerce ____Philosophy
____Communications ____Politics/government
____ Community Planning ____Religion
____Conservation _____Science
____Economics ____Sculpture
___Education _ X _Social/humanitarian
____Engineering ____ Theater
____Exploration/settlement ____Transportation
____Industry ____ Other (specify)
_____Invention
C. Period of Significance: 1934 ff D. Significant dates: 1934 (opening)

1946-48 (radio broadcast)
E. Builder/Architect/Designer: John D. McTeer (building owner-builder, 1920)
Francis Harvey Slocombe (bar design, 1934)

F. Significant persons: Rod Dibble, piano bar, 1959 ff
G. Statement of Significance (include summary statement of significance as first paragraph):

The Alley derives its historical significance from its association and preservation of piano bar music and from
the many famous patrons who visited to play, sing, leave a business card, or enjoy a drink. It has been in
continuous operation since becoming the first Oakland tavern to open when prohibition ended in 1933. It was
part of the Golden Age of Radio with a live broadcast in 1946-1948. The Alley’s architectural design and
interior décor are also unique. Although not significant historically, the residential units above the first floor are
part of the same parcel built as 3321-3327 Grand Avenue, so may be included in the designation though not as
protected features.
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PERMIT HISTORY

The 1934 vernacular space housing The Alley was designed by nationally known architect Francis Harvey
Slocombe, who also planned the Chapel of the Flowers in Berkley(25) and other fanciful Period Revival
structures. The original building permit #55276, no designer mentioned, for owner-builder John McTeer, was
issued May 16, 1920, and a certificate of final completion was filed July 7, 1920. A review of building permits
indicates that 3323 and 3325 Grand were originally separate ground floor units. Permit # 41516 to owner Dr.
Kleeman in 1929 was for an office at 3323 Grand. Then in the same year another permit to Western Union
Telco to alter store at 3323 for office, two new plastered partitions, new hardwood floor, and change front door
to side entrance. The 1936 reverse directory shows Pop’s Grand Avenue Liquor at 3323 and Grand Alley, beer,
at 3325.

OWNERSHIP

It is noteworthy that The Alley business and property have been owned by the same family for over 50 years
since Jody Kerr bought it in the 1950s A review at the county recorder of property ownership before then
reveals several owners, with G.E. Kleeman owning it for 20 years. The Alley occupies Lot 13 in Block 826 of
Subdivision “U” which was part of Oakland Heights, annexed by the City of Oakland in 1891. The original
building permit number 55276 dated May 16, 1920, for 3321-3327 Grand Avenue shows owner Louise Mc Teer
and builder John D. Mc Teer and the 1921 Block Book indicates they lived there. In October 1922 McTeer
borrowed $12,000 from W.W. Garthwaite on a deed of trust secured by Lot 13 (Book 281, p. 390). McTeer
deeded it to Richard and Primrose Perrott February 21, 1924 (Book 661, page 39). The 1923-24 Block Book
shows Lot 13 owned by R. and P.C. Perrott. In July 1924 ownership transferred from Perrott to George and Etta
Kleeman (Book 717, page 229) for a Deed of Trust in favor of Perrott in the amount of $32,750. The 1925
block book shows owners George and Etta Kleeman. In 1929 Dr. Kleeman altered 3323 Grand from a store to
office and installed two partitions (permit A41516, December 18, 1929).In 1935 Dr. Kleeman installed a steel I-
beam in the first floor café (permit A58177, June 4, 1935). In December 1938 a gift deed was recorded from
George to wife Etta (Book 3714, page 188). In October 1944 Etta Kleeman deeded title to Abraham and Sarah
Penn (Book 4599, page 259) and in September 1944 Gladys McElhimey deeded a “Right of Way” to George.

In 1945 a five-year lease extension of apartments to B. Frost was recorded (Book 4638, p. 470), and six months
later in July Frost quitclaimed all interest in the Grand Lake Apartments to Penn. (Book 4720, p. 413). In 1952
the Penns gift deeded the property to Beatrice Greenfield (Reel 6772, p. 279). In 1959 Beatrice deeded it to
Bramer & Elizabeth Hood (Book 9017, p.485). On December 30, 1964 Hoods deeded the property to Jo Kerr,
who had owned the Alley business since 1950. In 1995 Jody Kerr, 74, was called to that big alley in the sky (7),
leaving The Alley to her long time companion Charles Castrovince, who followed her in 2009. His niece,
Jackie Simpkins, long time bartender at The Alley, inherited the property and the business and vows to continue
to preserve its traditions. Mountain View Cemetery is the final resting place for George and Etta Kleeman and
Charles Castrovince.

CULTURAL HISTORY

In 1934 The Alley was said to be the first Oakland bar “of any great consequence” to open after repeal of
prohibition (1,2) and has operated continuously since then. Evidence of difficulty complying with the new
liquor regulations is shown by a news item in the Oakland Tribune, March 17, 1934. BOE and OPD officers
arrested Alley operator F.J. Hoffman on charges of selling to minors and according to a March 21 item for
having the liquor license in his brother’s name, Harry W. Hoffman. The restaurant/tavern was originally named
“The Grand Alley Café”.

Polks 1938 City Directory lists proprietors of The Grand Alley Café as R.J. McCormick and Maurice Parker.
Originally it was a “choose and barbeque your own steak place.” In 1939 Cliff Gamble took over and hired a
first rate chef, Jaques Negley, whom he had worked with at Hotel Lake Merritt where Joe “Luke” Lukanish
played a 14-month engagement. After touring top night spots around the country, Joe Luke came back to
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Oakland where he sold office equipment for Win Phillips on 17th Street and hosted “Sunday Breakfast At The
Alley” show created by Marge Trumbull on Radio KLX from 1946-1948 (25, photos). The first show MC was
Bill Gwen from KFRC were he did “The Bill Gwen Show” and “Quiz of Two Cities.” The breakfast show
aired on KGO at first. Tapes of some shows are available, and a transcript of several 1948 shows is included.

Many famous musicians have dropped in The Alley and performed. Neil Teixeira, grandson of Joe Luke who
emceed the radio show in 1948, remembers hearing about singer Patsy Ortega who, as Peggy Lee, went on to
perform in radio’s syndicated “Don McNeil and the Breakfast Club.” Ella Fitzgerald sang at the Alley (picture).
Merv Griffin played piano at The Alley; Lionel Hampton performed, Nadia Cannon sang; others included Herb
Jeffries (soloist with Duke Ellington), Edgar Hayes, Eddie “Bozo” Miller (Broadway singer) (7,11), Lafayette
Langston, Slim Slaughter, Odetta Felius, Donald O’Conner, Ralph Edwards (“Truth Or Consequences”, Sally
Rand, Patsy Parker (Gay Nineties), Dorothy Shay (Park Avenue Hillbilly), Vivian Green (Trilon Records),
Hadda Brooks (recording star), Ray Hackett (CBS musical director), comic Jack Marshall. The NY casts of
“Oklahoma”, “Up In Central Park,” and “Anna Lucasta” visited “Breakfast In The Alley.” Orchestra leaders
who visited include Stan Kenton, Eddie Orta, Murray Arnold, Del Courtney, Jack Fina, Red Nichols, and Henry
King. Accordion artist Aldo Roselli appeared, as did the original Pete Eastman Trio, the Russ Bennett Trio
from the Lake Merritt Hotel, and the Page Cavanaugh Trio(25).

The Alley was noted for having the longest Happy Hour, 5:30-7:30, with free tasty hors d’oeuvres from chef
Negley and hosted by Singin’ Bob “Nobody Here But Us Chickens” Harris for six years after he returned from
playing Reno clubs (25). About 1954 the upright piano was replaced with a baby grand and Verdi Carpenter
was the piano man with 70,000 songs in filing cabinets (2). The chef was Dick Anklidge as reported in the
Tribune June 9, 1954. Veterans from Oak Knoll Naval Hospital came to The Alley for a free drink or the
Hollywood breakfast: a black coffee, a cigarette, and a bromoselzer for 25 cents. A newspaper ad from 1954
shows a steak dinner at The Alley was only $1.00.

In 1950 Jody Kerr, an Alley waitress for four years, and partners Maggie and Walt Williams took over The
Alley, but Maggie divorced Walt when he went to Alaska looking for gold. In 1960 Jo Kerr obtained a cabaret
license, still current, for The Alley. Jody Kerr, whose portrait still hangs at The Alley, ran it for 45 years with
an iron fist in a velvet glove. In 1959 Jody hired Rod Dibble who began playing duets with Bob Harris.

Now 56 years later Rod continues to perform and encourage patrons to sing along the old standards of Tin Pan
Alley from the 20s, 30s, and 40s. He has a repertoire of 7000 songs, knows 4000 by heart (16), and learns a
new one every week. He prefers Sinatra, Bing Crosby, or Ella Fitzgerald to any rock or country artist. An
exception is “The Oakland Song” written in 1965 by the Goodtime Washboard 3, which you might not hear
anywhere else. Rod learned many songs from his mother who sang around the house and from his uncle before
he was coached in high school by music store owner Chuck Dutton (12). His first job was at Larry Blake’s
Rathskeller in Berkeley for six years where he learned more songs (10). Today he often accompanies his
songbird wife Linda McCormick (10) and other regulars and newcomers around the piano. He has become a
musical icon. He holds the record for the longest running piano player. He could be the best in the country
according to Dave Newhouse (8, Tribune, Feb. 18, 2007). He walks ten miles a day to practice at the Claremont
Resort or Berkeley Marina. Noteworthy was his incidental accompaniment to “The Shooting of Dan
McGrew”, narrated by “Tex,” a former Texas Ranger (24). Filling in for Rod in the 70s was Larry lvey on
guitar (6) and today in 2016 Paul Hlebcar on guitar.

The Alley is significant for providing and preserving a venue for music from 1920-1949 when songs by Cole
Porter, George Gershwin, and Hoagy Carmichael were popular. It is also significant for preserving the piano
bar style in which the entertained become the entertainers and vice versa. In 1964 when people tired of TV,
they sought live music venues where they could sing along (4). Rod recalls that there were six piano bars in the
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Grand Avenue area, of which The Alley is the sole survivor. Singing a favorite song with good arrangement
provides a sense of individuality and satisfaction, even better than karaoke. There is something charming and
comforting, even mysterious, about the retro ambiance of a bar frozen in time when modern life proceeds faster
and faster.

FAMOUS VISITORS

The significance of The Alley is enhanced by visits from prominent politicians, athletes, businessmen, and
clergy. These include Governor and former Mayor of Oakland Jerry Brown, Mayor of Berkeley and former
assemblyman Tom Bates, former Attorney General Ed Meese (11), former Port Commissioner Walter “Wally”
Abernathy, Al Davis, Abe Rose, Sam Bercovich, Jackie Jenson (Cal football), Billy Martin (NY Yankee), Al
Kayo Harris (General MacArthur’s photographer), Superior Court judge Lewis Lercara (7,11), Father Lacey of
St. Leo’s, former Nevada Senator Don McGuirk (25),reporter Herb Caen, and Oakland Councilmember Abel
Guillen. Other recent patrons include Greg Allman, Steve Bowman from Counting Crowes, Adam Levine from
Maroon 5 and Green Day, and Dave Brubeck.

RECEPTION

There are two recent documentary films about the Alley. The Alley Cats, by Cary Virtue (copy submitted with
this application; http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2317145/ ) was screened at the tenth Oakland International Film
Festival in 2012 at OMCA. The film received a Partners In Preservation Award in 2012 for education from
Oakland Heritage Alliance (program attached). The Last Piano Bar (2013) is a short film referenced by the
Smithsonian (24).

Several films have shot scenes at The Alley including “The Deserter” (1970) and “Diary Of A Teenage Girl”
(2015). Many travel guides have referenced the Alley including Rough Guides (2003, 2011), Lonely Planet
(2010), Grass Routes (2007 Travel Guide to Oakland: The Soul of the City), San Francisco’s Best Dive Bars
(2009), and The Underground Guide To San Francisco (2003) (24).

COMMUNITY VITALITY

As a longstanding neighborhood bar, The Alley serves a valuable function as a “third place” separate from
home (“first place”) or work(“second place”), as described by Ray Oldenburg in his 1991 book, The Great
Good Place. Third places host casual gatherings of people beyond the boundaries and increasing privatization
of home and work. They contribute to the social viability of the community by leveling the status of guests.
The existence of bars like The Alley provides settings for civic engagement, political discourse, habits of public
association, and psychological support. They remain an important element for community vitality. The East
Bay Express (Oct. 16, 1992) rated The Alley “Best Home Away from Home” (19).

Recognition of vernacular commercial resources and resources of cultural importance is increasing. In Oakland
Heinold’s First and Last Chance Saloon is on the local and National historic registers. The Kingfish Pub and
Café has been certified eligible for heritage status. Sam Jordan’s Bar in San Francisco has been designated
historic, and San Francisco Heritage has an active project to recognize and support “Legacy Bars and
Restaurants” (http://www.sfheritage.org/legacy/news/) with an official City “Legacy Business Registry” and
potential financial incentives (http://legacybusinesssf.com/). Recognition of these resources broadens our
understanding of history and preserves a representative culture. There are layers of cultural content and
connections to the past embedded in The Alley. It deserves to be recognized.
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Rod Dibble at the piano

Alley interior (internet images)
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When the house movers first X
started jacking up the Villa de la
Paix for its trek down 6th Street
from Alice to Oak, the Bargiac-
chis figured they would be open
in time Ion{Fhanksgiving dinner.'
They won't even make i for‘
Father's Day, the year follow-,
ng. But things Jook good fori
he 4th of July! |

In fact, you can cail up Auntie
Jane and Cousin Joe and make a

Villa dinner date for = week
'rom tomorrow (which is the
}8th) and not be disappointed.l
The Gentlemen Chefs, those
turdy midritf'd stalwarts, the
Minute Men of Cuisine, are all
let to hafdle christening chores
wext Thursday. They will pay
heir check with a thousand dol-
ar bill, representing the first
noney taken in at the Villa.
fost spots exhibit a two dollar
snll over the cash register.
Jewey, Harry and Josephine can
humb-iack a thousand dollar
ill to the wall-unless the in-
urance people say no,

The Chefs have some crafty
deas a-brewing for 1his evnntl
\nd when these fun-lovers start,
irewing 1deas—roofs have beon[ '
‘nown tn have blown off build-
fEs as a result, This is just a
torm warning to Dewey.
Yau'll like the way they fixed
ip the Villa, Almost identical to
he plave you used to enjoy so
nuch on Alice Street. Some at-
ractive new chandeliers in the
nain dining room, A garden out-
ide the new banquet room win-
lows whjch is spotlighted at
ight and makes you feel like
ou're outdoors-indoors. The doz-
ns of overstuffed chairs have

wnnan  Fuachley Adana sauam Tlernw

Doodles and Skeeler are

appearing at the Cable
Car Village in San Fran-

A ROUNDUP OF NIGHT LItL

GOSSIP - - . -

{of the showplaces of the neon:

. |packs in for hathburgers.

‘by Don Steele

reed secfticn with maestros like
Meredith Willson. In cage you're

wondering about Kenny McCall
—the All Baba steady--he goes
to Tahoe for three weeks,
OAKLAND UNIQUE

Oakland has more restaurant
and bar individuality than any
other city I'm aware of. Where
else have ynu ever seen over-
stuffed rcnckm'g chairs circling a
roaring fire in a four-way fire-
place like at Oscar's and Berke-
ley Sguare? Where else have
YOu eVer seen so many open bar-
becue pits where you can get
steak, chicken and rib dinners
at prices that hardly cover the
cost of the meat like Panda, Ter-
race Ciub, Dee’s, Oscar's, Pio-:
neer Village, 316 Club, Topp's
and so on?.

Take a trek down Bruadway
to Panda one of these eves and
you'll see what I mean. There
is something about this Bohem-
fan atmosphere that is going to
click solidly with all wha like
to gather for gab and gossip in
bandlelight. Places like this
make dining at home—a luxury.
And don’t take that the wrong
way, I mean you can’t serve the
same meal at home any cheaper.!

The first place of any great
canrequence to npew. after the
repeal nf prohibition was The
Alley on Grand Avenue, I'll bet,
many a million has gone through!
the Alley cash registers—since,;
And today,

L % %

trail, A nice place to go for an
inexpensive dinner, Popular with:
the after-movie crowd which!

NEW JDEA CLICKS

I had my first dinner at Trail's
End day before yesterday. ThlS

cem e mladale e s bica wa oo
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2 Arrested on

Liquor Charge

Lkl e T—

Officers of {he State Board of
Equalizalion and Qakland police. in
a co- nrdmated campalﬂn to wipe
Gul the saie of hard ligquor by ibe

drink in the Eastbay. todav had

lwo Qakland cafe proprietors un-|

der arresl for violating the Staie

. Heuor Inw.

F. J. Hoflman. owner of {he A]le}*

1 Grand cafe at 3325 Grand Avenue,
was taken info custiody by agenis|

of the 5State Board, and James
Thompson, 41, of 423 Seventh.

| Street, was arrested by Oakland |
1 police.

Hoffman, earlier in the wm:'&k.
Callpa poilce wien a ‘arudg W

whom he had refused to sell more |

Hguor oblained revenge by craahang |
.1a stolen car through the front. win--

dows of his cale. Agents said the

Jarrest had nothing to 'do with thet.
Jdauto erash incident, but  followed
.| complaints that Hofiman had sold |
| Hauor to. mmurl. He wai relea@edl

mﬂﬁﬂhll.
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| was repoited today by State Board

| 7. Hoffman. according to the board’s|

S Hoffman brought the license io ihe

St hprense for the piace 1 the name

1

1 establicshmendt.

—
Liguor License Is

Surrendered by Cafe

Surrender of the ™on sale™ hquor
license held by the Alley Grand

Cafe at 3325 Guand Avenue, whose |

operator, F. J Hofiman, was ar-
restrd a week ago by state agentis,

The license had been issued in
the name of Harry Wilham Hoff-}
man, a plasierer, and dbrother of F.

of Equalization headquarters here. 1

agents. After the arrest of the
operator on & charge of violating
the state liquor law, Harry William

board’s offices and surrendered it
according {0 the agents
Anntther  aticmpt 10 optain a

of a girl, Helen Ashmore, Jatied
when the agenfs nveshigaled and:
repuledly discovered tlhat ¥, 4.
Heffman wag siill operating the
Hoffman is facing
frial April 8§ |
- :

a police court
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- Verdi Carpemer has * 70,600 M
: songs—words and music—in neat| ge
filing cabinets beside his piano|
at The Alley on Grand Ave,
Pretty hard to stump him on ajo
request. He not only plays eachgr,_,:
and every ong, he sings a very'!p:
torchy lyric. Verdi played S}.ip'idg
horn with same of the top Thxie- -a
bangds for many years. “When 1! 1
| got these store choppers I lost my | g
lip* and turned to piano andly
ivocals for a livelihood and ac-,I¢
'tually T enjoy singing more than |2
anything!" he candidly confessed, ff
You can hear him any Friday or E:
Saturday night at the most Bo-
hemian bistro in the whole Bay
| Area, The Alley,
T Tha Alley is also ocur most
mature nitery; started back in
1"34 a few days after repeal. The
| | present owners are two Oakland
‘{gals: Maggie Williams and Jody
. | Kerr, Was a third member of
ithe firm until recentl}—Wslta
| [ Willlams, He is in Alaska gold:
' jdredging and Maggxe is waiting]
for their “final”

This is one of the “dollar
steak™ spots of the neighborhood.
Chef Dick Anklidge presides over
the s=potless little open kitchen

. John Coppola is the hand-
some voung Latin who handles)
the bottles and stoppers. Andl
next time you want to get off
: the peatenn path while neoning,
try 'The Alley and tell Mag and
Jo I senticha.
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- Djmond District A
place. Syl says she receives| ;3

30 Dy Oakiand Tribune, chnesday, Feb. 10 I960

GOING PLACES .
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. Sandy Barton is the proto~
tvpe of the perfect roarmg
LUs. BllBel. Owiiglug m\mb
with her at Domino Penthouse
is like listening to the other
half of your hfe—1f you roared
th. Jugh the ’203

0

The plavers on Eddle Erde-
latz's new Oakland AFL grid-
iron machine can look forward
to & pre-season banquet to
end all at House of Harvey
this fall. Harvey Binns’ an-
nual kickoff parties for the
fers were the talk of the
league. With Harv an owner
of .the new club, Toots Shors
himself could eye with envy
the sports celebrities Harvey
will have at this year’s first
professional football kickoff
dinner.

0 00
Dimond Horseshoe’s chef
Bili Willliams, the big gent
with the connoisseur’s eye
for prime*rib, is once again
twrming  ouf lunches and
dinmers at Sylvia Paillon’s
1ecting

dozens of calls every week
from folks wanting to kmow if
Bill is back. He has a Bay
‘Area wide following with the
prime rib set.
0 0 0

Remember Jody Kerr’s Sun-
day morning breakfast broad-
casts at the Alley? Pianist
Bob Harris was an integral
part of beaming happy sounds
over the air. And also every
nmght for a record six years
af the Alley pianobar. Before
March roars in. Bob will
sirike up the music at the
Alley once again. Jody will
Jet us know the exact date
next week.

Kirk Hayes the soft spoken

all dlin lhallenaee Tw

P PO

the day is here when Oakland
has an internationally known

Embers. the Blackhawk and
Fack’s I It’s the names like
Previn, MJQ, Diz and Franny
Faye that reap in the nation-
wide attention. Jim is ded:-
cated to bringing them to Oak-
land via s two jazz outlets:
Lucky 13 in Qakland on Mac-
Arthur and 38th and Lucky
XIH, San Ileandro’s Mae-
Arthur and Estudillo. Right
now the top local names are
presiding at his clubs. Jim
fook a cue from The Embers

and hrancht hic darar in fime

MILT NELSON, EVELVN ELLIS, KATHY BRIDGES
Gold Nugget Host und Weitresses

jazz club like New York's

physical condition with a su-
perb recreation staff. Under
Frank’s direction, too. the cui-
sine is the finest of any ath-
letic club in the nation. Many
members who regularly dine
in the top five restaurants in
San Francisco do the bulk of
their entertaining at the Ath-
ens which is quite a compli-
ment to chef Beyl's artistry.
Reservations are always a
good idea on special occasions
like Valentine’s Day when din-
ner is served from 5 +30 to 8:30.

0 .
Highly reco'nmended La

Manno's in K1 Cermito — 9935
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| Show Biz Armies

For- years now, I have hoped people would grow
. weary of watching ‘television's passing. parade, get off -
their duffs and try another form of entertaiament.

* " “Bubble guin for the eyes” fs what Carl Sandburg
calls TV, and too: many. of us have been chewlng too
much of it for loo long. -

Now, at last, there’s a blot- that a revolt of sotts Is
In the making. The insurrection is taking an inferesting
turn—~not (oward movies or the theater, either, (Legit-

imate theater business is, in fact, in the doldtums

across the Bay.)

: ‘No. What’s happening is that everybody S lookmg 1e
" for a:new kind of entertainment by entertammg them-

: selves, and others
R AR
" Bill Rice has been in various forms of show biz for

years and thinks he can spot a trend. He's in & position
o But what’s more important, he’s smart enough to. |
- Rice looks more like a quarterback than a pianist. -

His fmgers appear more adept al makmg handoffs
r-:mw ._v 'V('ﬂ L L ETY

PIANIST BILL RICE DISC JOCKEY IM I.ANGE
Analysts of new entertammenf syndrome" :

" than tinkling the ivories. Essentlally, he's a modem

jazz man who has faced: the facts of musical life:
there’s steadier employment and better bread in

plinking and planking at The Alley over on Grand Ave- .

nue while everybody and his missus sings along.
And the key phrase is “sings along.”

Then take handsome Jim Lange, KSFO disc Jockey
and a smooth, wry ad libber. Lange has formed a
“Show Biz Army” via his radio show. He asks any-

body ‘who’s ever performed in anything, be it high

school play or Elks Club musicale, to join. Member-
ship entitles them to stage. their act anywhere, any-
time.

Army.
* % &
“Few people want to sit around and just listen any-
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Army.
* Kk %K

“Few people want to sit around and just listen any-
more,” says Rice. And six nights a week at The Alley,
and scores of joints like it throughout the Bay Area,
people come in and grab the mike from the entertainer

-and sing themselves. They don’t sing good; but they’re
happy. And, generally, others in the crowd are just
as pleased. ‘

1U’s live entertainment. It's personal entertainment.

Says Lange: ‘“Many people are hams at heart.
They want to participate in show business in some way.
1 donr’t know if it’s because all of a sudden everybody’s
tired of watching TV. 1 wish 1t were {rune. I know I'm

.. sickof it.
“It seems to be an entertainment syndrome.”

Rice, an inventive pjano man, would Jove nothing
better than to play jazz all the time. He’s even writ-
ten a few tunes. :
~ “If that’s all I did, though,” he says, “everybody
would walk out in five minutes, They want something
they can sing.” '

* * *x
The success of Mitch Miller and his sing-a-long
- stuff has to be attributed to the syndrome Lang’s talk-
ing about. What more perfect arrangement: TV plus
the oppoitunity to ham it up yourself. .

Lang’'s Army soon may be called out of the barracks
for a talent show. “Just average guys and girls would
take part,” he says. ‘‘The butcher, the baker, anyone."

The times. as well as TV, are stimulating the
things Rice and Lange discuss.

There's a desperate search by many of us for in-
dividuality, for a semblance of identity. Smothered in
a sea of numerical classifications (social security, tele-
phone, zip code et al), we're all grasping at any straw
that will pluck us from the pack. I, fortunately, have
a column. Maybe you have a license plate number that
makes you distinctive—or that you think makes voun
distinctive, which is all that matters.

‘TV. movics, theater, jazz, none of it, will die. 1
don’t foresee a slew of amateurs hours a Ja Major
Bowes returning.

But the bubble guin is growing tasteless and stale.
And furthermore. as Dane Clark bellowad in “A Thou-
sand Clowns™ to a non-existent crew of entertainers:
“*All right. everybody. get down here in 10 minutes for
the Hawaiian number.”” , .

I hope yeu have one.
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Jody Kerr's Alley on Grand Ave-
nue is one of the more quaint little
spots here in the Kastbay. Jody is
practically a one-woman crew.
Lverytime I go into the place |
never find her working at the same
job. One night she’ll be behind the
bar pouring drinks and the next
she’ll be cooking up a steak for
some hungry patron. Currently pi- ** |
anobaring for Jody is Rod Dibble DlBB”
who has a big Eastbay [ollowing. While Dibble is dah-

bling at the keyboard Jody is all over the place making |

everyone happy. A gayv spot that should be on vour 11<;t
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, Jody Kerr continues to come 'up with the unusual
for her Alley on Grand Avenue. I mentioned Jody
many times here over the years — and once pointed
out she started as a waitress at the Alley, saved her
money and then bought the place, building and all.
She’s quite an unusual gal and recently even took a
turn at farming out at her Crow Canyon farm. She
gave it up though. Anyway, the Alley remains one of

the fown’s colorful landmarks, and Jody has a lot fo |

do with the relaxed atmosphere in the place. Her lat-
est unusual move has been o book Larry Ivey. Ivey
sings and plays guitar, looks like a young Yul Bryn-
ner, hails from New York and sings Western tunes.
That’s quite a combination, one that only Jody Kerr
could come up with. Jody is probably his biggest fan.
She thought enough of Larry to sign him through Jan-
uary of 1872, Any performer who can come into an
engagement with a long term contract lke that de.
serves a good look and listen. I'll do just that and
hope the picture Jody sent me is a suitable likeness.
And speaking of singers who play guitar, Robin
De Silva is currently featured in the lounge at Paul

B meendy, T, P -

t
b4

and now has two rooms going with entertainment. The
Victorian Room continues with Friday and Saturday
night supper club enterfainment., Edgar C. Williams
Jr. and his Jazz Dynamics play for dinner dancing

R e T

[

and Lynda Sellers is back and featured on vocals as |

before. The lounge is quite intimate, incidentally, the
addition of Miss De Silva should rake it a much fre-
quented spot. The regular Blue Lion mend 15 served in
the Victorian Room, just in case you’re wondering.
Pete Zane is getting a Holiday award for his L'0-
deon restaurant in San Francisco. Pete is one of the

classiest restaurateurs around and is most deserving |

of the honor. I mention this today because Pete told
me yesterday he is seriously thinking of opening a
restaurant here in the Easthay. In fact, he’s been
scoufing locations — so he’s obviously quite serious
about it. “It’s amazing how the Eastbay has grown,”
Pete remarked. He could just be the first of many
gourmet restaurateurs to invade the Eastbay. To say
the least, an invitation by Pete Zane would be more
than welcome. ‘
PERRYGRAPHS: Ted Ince, who recently left Solo-
. mon Grundy’s on the Berkeley Marina, is now the new
manager at Ben Johnson's in San Francisco. Never

N T/—ﬁé
Ay ,g




-—.Monday. in San__

N
i

ai7 :“""—c.;‘-‘ E{i
. 3

L |

il s zM.. e - ‘,;.H, :

‘Jody err dies

By Heather Angney
STAFF WRITER
OAKLAND — 1Ina Jo “Jody”

"Kmr swho''rose from' waitress to
owner of The Alley — Oakland’s
‘widely known piano bar — died
Francisco, |
weeks after being diagnosed with
lenkemia, She was 74,

Born in Vernon, Texas, Ms. Kerr
noved Lo ('allforma in 194& She
-)ou'ght The Alley, at 3325 Grand
Ave., in 1950 after working as a
‘waitress-there for six-years. In addi-
tion to owning and managing the
har, she cooked and served drinks
until her recent illness.

The Al]ey opened in the 19430s.
~Known as'a cozy hole-in-the-wall,
1e::bar attracted a range .of cus-
omers from local workers to city
. leaders. They flocked to The"Alley -
for Ms. Kerr's trademark martinis,
her no-nonsense bhanter and tunes
played by pianist Rod Dibble.

“Eveéryone  who ever lived in
. Qakland™ has been to Ms. Kerr's es-
~tablishment. said Dibble, who was
e ’Lo‘pldy on the bdrs baby
grdnd some 38 years a;,o

I’atrons ‘indluded Broadway
‘singer  and nyster eating. .record .

holder Eddie ""Bozo' Miller and Ala-
‘meda F()uxlty Supermr Court ‘Judge:
Lewis  Lereara.” The piano bar at
which Dibble first played duets with

s and survives to this day. Al-
th()u;,h Ms Kerr - favored thc

| —country-music-of- her«TfX‘x:rmot,s-~~Pledm0m"Av‘-"‘”m'OMMd'—”

she™ hired Dibble to- play Tin Pan
Alloy standards from the first half of
thm (untmy. She. forbxd..any risque..,

three

arrisswas; added. in Lhe late .

b U ST

,:"

BALE

lyncs .

Ornce’ through
swinging doors,
counter walls papered with patron’s
husiness cards.” At one point, Oak-
land Fire Department officials asked
Kerr to, stop the practice because it

from. a mock clothesline on the
ceiling, A circa 1920s cash register
made” almost as m‘uCh noise as Dib-
ble’s piano playing. -

IR X

~“the wooden
customers en-

created a-fire- hazard:-Lingerie-hung -

Despite her rough exterior, Ms. .

" Kerr had a heart of gold, said Rose

Pang, a customer .and occasional
waitress at The Alley, and a friend
of Ms. Kerr's for. more than 20
years.

She bhunnpd celebratlon of her
own birthday, refused official land-
mark status for The Alley, and never
hesnwted to eject belligerent pa-
trons from her bar.

Ms. Kerr was known to help out
people who needed money or. a
place .to stay, offering them tho
room above her bar.

Charles Castrovince, known as

~Chuck, will manage The Alley when

it reopens next week He was Ms.
" Kerr's compamon since they met in
1955, Ms. Kerr is alsq survived by a
sister, Nell Dale, of Texas. Married
and divorced three times, she had

. no children,

Friends are invited to the v1ew1ng
on Friday.from noon to 8 p m., and

Saturday - from 9 am. 1o 5 p. m at

the Chapel of the Chimes at 4499

\‘ﬂ

 Staff Wr'lt(’r Ben Chmvty (‘rm‘
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America’s News

CELEBRATING A 50-YEAR GIG AT THE ALLEY
Oakland Tribune, The (CA) - May 4, 2010
Author/Byline: Alan Lopez Correspondent Page: 4A Readability: 10-12 grade level (Lexile: 1160)

Abstract: Pianist says he'd like to work at Oakland bar for two more decades

By Alan Lopez
Correspondent

The Alley, a bar on Grand Avenue in Oakland, was built in 1934 and offers a distinct ambience. Its walls
are plastered with thousands of business cards, and old wooden tables and booths are laid out almost like
a labyrinth. ’

At the center of it all is Rod Dibble, who takes his place at the piano five nights a week, playing pop music
standards, primarily from the 1920s to 1940s, while customers sing along on one of four microphones.

Dibble has been playing at the Alley for 50 years. Now 77 years old, he said he intends to play for at least
another 20 years.

"I play the American songbook, and | want to keep the standards going as long as | can," said Dibble, who
speaks in the same relaxed enthusiasm that he brings to the piano. "There are not many clubs that have
live music that play the old tunes.

"As the years go by, eve'ry night | get a younger crowd and they're not familiar with those tunes. | want to
play them and have the kids listen to them and appreciate them. That's my reward, my goal."

Dibble's work has had an effect. About a dozen people -- many if not all of them regulars -- crowded
around the piano one recent nippy night.

- While the waitresses doled out chopped sirloin and drinks, each of the customers had a chance to sing
along to Dibble's piano -- old standards such as "Crazy," "lI've Got You Under My Skin" or the "Chattanooga
Choo Choo," with train sound effects enthusiastically provided by the small audience.

The music, atmosphere and sense of camaraderie are what draw 24-year-old Colin Cahill to The Alley after
he discovered it nearly four years ago.

He said most of the regulars are in their 50s or 60s, and that's allowed the recent college graduate and
downtown Oakland resident to make friends with people outside his generation.

“The place brings people together," Cahill said, adding that he initially wasn't familiar with many of the
songs but has picked many of them up over time.

“Rod Dibble is an institution," said Alley regular Dave Chapman, who has known Dibble for 52 years and
regularly drives to Oakland from his home in Rio Vista. ’

Dibble was born in Berkeley to a musical family during the Great Depression and began playing piano in
1938. His uncle sang in vaudeville, and his-mother and uncle would often sing songs around the house.

/6.
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He got turned onto local music director Chuck Dutton, who taught Dibble how to read music out of a fake
book, which gives musicians the chords, melody line and lyrics to play quick arrangements of songs.

In the early 1950s, he began playing background piano five nights a week at Larry Blakes on Telegraph.
He learned thousands of tunes on the job, he said.

“Ten dollars a night, all the beer you can drink," he said. "It was great." From there, he got a booking agent
and for the next 10 years played all over the state for short-term gigs.

While playing at the Palm Gardens cocktail lounge in downtown Oakland, Dibble was approached by Jody
Kerr, longtime owner of The Alley, and was asked if he wanted to play at her club. Dibble agreed and
stayed in part because it allowed him to be close to the audience.

"It was perfect,” he said.
Dibble said he never gets bored with the job because every night brings a different crowd.

He has to work a little harder to carry the singer if the person is singing out of key or can't stay on the beat.
People who have had too much to drink and take over the piano also can make the job difficult.

But overall Dibble loves what he does. He has three pianos in his Berkeley home and practices two hours a
day in addition to the five hours he plays at night. He has a library of sheet music and fake books that add
up to about 20,000 songs, and he learns a new tune a week. '

"l like to accompany singers," Dibble said. "That's fun for me. A good singer is like working with an
instrumentalist, like they're playing an instrument."

Among the singers is Dibble's fifth wife Linda McCormick, a former piano tuner and rebuilder who met
Dibble several years ago after she went to The Alley with a friend on a lark. The two married three years
ago.

"He's such a wonderful accompanist,” said McCormick. "He's really there to make the singer sound
wonderful and manages to do that."

Dibble, who has two children from a previous marriage and four grandchildren, said he's never been
happier. Having recently overcome prostate cancer, he said he's healthy and walks about 10 miles a day.

“| want to play at least another 20 years. That will get me to (age) 97 or 98, and if | have to slow down at
that time, that'll be OK," he added with a laugh."l would like to do it at The Alley -- I'm so at home there, it's
like another home. It's like a party in your own home every night."

Record: 1391054
Copyright: (c) 2010 The Oakland Tribune. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Media NewsGroup, Inc.
by NewsBank, Inc.
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© STARF WRIT
Wl(h htlganon shll p

1 beiween all parties acrir

RODNEY DIBBLE Ilstens for a requested tune at the Alley He's been tickling the ivories there for 40 years

he strange charm of the Alley

By Alma Larson

STAFIF WRITER -

liar thing about the Alley,.a bar on
Grand Avenue. The outside fooks
ith a neon sign an-

'It' s difficult to choose the most pecu-

fairly normal -~

nouncing the bar’s name, along with
the figure of an alley cat — but the

wooden shingles indicate that the joint

is in no way modern. ,
Enter, and while you swear that

just came in the door, you hre met with .

yet another roof, which protects the’
heads of those drinking at the bar
Waiting for your drink you will squint
at the wallpaper; which turns out not to

See ALLEY, Page A12 -

tamination-levéls in dis
a former gas s station int
trict remains in limbo.
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razian, owner of the pr
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ify conditions of 4
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Bringing new life
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itomo Building witha n
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needs of the new econ
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\WELE BOIHE tU e TustusHiur get-
- ting food, he was still Working, - -
making calls on his ceéll phohe:

i '{\nc’i at the end he saxd'}‘That was
un AL .

- oil,-watercolor, collage, ceramic, -

_and digital work§ — an lnkjet pnnt »

-anda photographlc print.. ;
The artists chosen-to partlclpate

"'{“are equally as diverse. Lukerwears:

- the requisite all-black attire, two. L
_~braided buns and a wide- eyed m-
".notence: The, 30-year—old San’’

- Francisco native moved to Oakland
-a yedr ago after earning.two-dé-.": -

- grees, from the San Francxsco Art -

o Instxtute

o :She is volunteermg at the “
,'-'gallel‘y, she says, because %he hkes{

. to get-involved: “I like meetmg

.~ other creative: people 1t enjoy- -
- ‘able, unwrapping the pieces and
fseemg what S msxde It sa creatwe

tu ljb'lLUle‘%Um LHESUEHBLUELTE 134

_ Area, inicluding those roosting: at

- Lake Memtt and the streets of San
*“Francisco and Marm and Sonoma

« ; . »countxes
The slides of art'submltted for-'_" '
: 'lthe show covered.a wide range of .~
- mediums, including’ink, g,r'\phxte

“Recyclmg is 1mportant to me,”

she says.-“l' was collecting and ~
qtltchmg., as.I went-along so the
plece inherently reveals the hlrds

mlf,latoxy habits.”

‘Gallery visitors will also see the
work of Irwin Luckman, 78. Gin-
~“gerly he holds up his abstract
“sculpture “Preform I1,” an
“unglazed ceramic W()lk xesemblmg, ,
.a jellyfish.-

Luckman relurned to sculptmg,
st year, after a career as a regis-

“tered architect with theState of

Cahforma and later, the general
manager of the East Bay Regional |
Park District. Among his architec-
“tural designs are the environmen-
~tal center at Tilden Regional Park

: and the equestrian: centex on Sky

lme Boulevaxd

AU Jotrdetl Pha iEs WHE T

heard of the jurfed annual show,

'.'.‘H(, hegan taking classes in ceram-
o ies last year at Laney (,olle;,e and

now also works in a studio in his-
home in the Waverly neighorhood

c-north of Lake Merritt,

" Winners of the show will be an-
nounced at a reception at the Pro

Arts gallery on Nov. 30, where the
first prize winner is awarded $300.

. The second prize is $200 and three

third prize winners receive $100
cach.

-units

~and

Al‘

The Pro Arls “Juried Annual” show
runs from Nov. 22'lo Dec. 30. The.
" public can meel the artists al lwo

[ree.evenls al the gallery: 6-8 p.m.,

Thursday, Nov. 30 is a receplion for

the artists; and an afternoon

~artists’ talk is held 1-3 p.m., Salur-

day, Dec. 9. The Pro Arls gallery is

located at 461 Ninth St. in Oak-
~land. For more information, call

510-763:9425.

1 ning
day

o FROM PAGE Al

be' wallpaper at all Closer mspéc- :

“tion and a tour of the whole place
- reveals the wall is papered with
. thousands of business cards, some..
~bright'and others, near the back,

- tea-colored with age. "~
. Apparently patrons beg'm A
_putting.up their business cards as
soon as the place opened for busi-

. ness in 1934, right after prohibition.
~ . “] don't know, why,” says Chuck -

Castrovmce who has owned the
.~ Alley since 1996. Jody Kerr, whose
* painted portrait still keeps an eye
~on the place, owned the bar from
21950 to 1995; she willed it to Cas-
_trovince, her boyfriend since 1955.
- “Nothing has changed here
since it was originally built,” adds
" Castrovince, a mild-mannered gen-

* tleman with snowy-white hair.
The unchanging nature includes .
the last unusual feature of the Al-
~ ley: It is a piano bar. The piano
~ player, Rod Dibble, has worked .
there for 40 years. To accommo-_
date aspiring smgers a bar sur-

' -'rounds.hi’rh, with stools for 10, a
- movable microphone, songhooks

"“to peruse or to help those who

- would like to back up the soloist

“-and brushes for a drum accompa-:
“niment. Lingerie hangs froma |
“clothesline above.

-Last Friday night, women and

..men, young and old, vied for the
B ’mlcxophonel belting out song after

song, usually the-whole semi-circle
singing and swaying along, drinks
-and songhboks strewn out before
them.

At the bar and tables nearby
crowded by 10 p.m., patrons ate .
(there is a kitchen, too!) and

" drank, cringing, humming or- -
- singing along as well.

“My mom sang all day long,”
says Dibble, who played duets with
“Bob Harris at the piano bar, in-
stalled in the late ‘50s.

-The Alley’s most requesled
song, he says, is “Oakland, We're
* For You," allh()u;,h the song he is
most tned of is Patsy Cline’s
“Crazy.”

As if on cue, flve minutes later
the song is requested. :

His favorite? “My Canary Has
Circles Under His Eyes.” Dibble

says he only plays songs he likes,
which do not include contempo- -
rary tunes.

Among the more !amous pa-

~ trons are Broadway singer and

oyster-eating record holder Eddie
“Bozo” Miller; Alameda County
Superior Court. Judge Lewis Ler-

- cara; and Edwin Meese, atlorney

general under former president

-Ronald Reagan.

~ Castrovinee's niece Jackie
Simpkins, who began sharing
managing responsibilities with her
uncle three years ago, will soon

_take over operations. Nothing will

change, though, she assures.
Which'is good news, especially
to regulars like Michael McCarthy,

‘who has warmed a piano-side

harstool for 25 years.

He passes on the microphone
after a musin;, rendition of "I Love
a Piano,” to L‘(DILHS his apprecia-
tion of Dibble: “He's a sweetheart.
Even after 40 years, he's better
every day.”

COn-s

| maij

s s

The Alley is located al 3325 (n(md
Ave; phone H10-444-8505. Rod Dib-
ble performs Tugsdays through
Sulurduvs sl(ulmg at $:30 p.m,

e
missi

Tl
inten

Such
have
loft |

pr ()J(

G

FRC

site
H
coul
opel
amil
L

cont
tion
gas:
expt

licn

I
pac!
ters

Pea
Alai
vice
leve
for:
I
LeRy
tion
cont
opet
Hon
l.
Davj
dete
min
nor
the
tori
C

pan:
the
com
clier

-

/-2




)FCRFT that
s probably at anv.-
ow at KRON-TV.."-
I more staff are
foundering ship,. .
«d news about con-
N belt-tightening

ive each day. But

e on the way — for

A's; 100

station recenlly an-*"

ad lost $20 million
uarter, Channel 4’s’;
astold at a tcnse

:0: Then came word
he station’s most -
talented-personali- -
meteorologist Steve-
»-year veteran, and -
'ws anchor/docu-
ducer Brian Hackey

leaving KRON.

going to Cingin- -

-mubti-talented :
joined KPIX (Chan-
N also dropped its .

wscast, and it con-
numerous infomer-

Young Broadcast-

iile, is trying to sell -
Young shelled out a =
¢ $800-million for -

ix years-ago, and
NBC affiliation after
with that network..

iave been floating
ome time that
nemesis, longtime’,»
al manager-Kevin. -

'ht be.inferested in

N and returning,

all théy were — ru-.-

pl‘umhlcones But [

d confirmation that.

)N to an investor -
d by O’Brien is be- .
nursued. One source

A O'Brien himself, _ -
ted a new co’mpany,' _

deasting Compuny,”

me from New Yorkk

wit KRON, and if .4
, 'll stay in the Ba
:n still maintains a)*
It would lmly be 4
true.”
wroadcaster nnd
fidante confirms

en trying to work a.

e time, “The stick-.
s always been
nt Young‘s hcen
nuch.” BRI
deast source udds'
«d Channel 2 -~
may recall, When
KI'VU, it was also
fent sluuon It went
: Lucy’ to “The Bay
dnng Py
awsuit |nvolving
| another outfit he:’
nd, station group ..

. mumc tcachcr couldn’t

. ,leacher couldn't fill. “!‘iﬂy would "

,_Kerry.?House attracts a pretty hip

un dg;slin?,., has just:

mfc&snonal muqncmn since
he was.17, covering gigs his

. TVIMES STAFK WRITE
‘- The king ciad in jeans an
-checkered cotton. shirt, looking
for all the world like he slipped
|ott of a Saturday morning be
hind the power. mower;’ qtrolls
__mto his castle without bt

‘ He nods ‘almost. impe
“|'bly.to"the cognoscentg, ‘as he
" moves through the Depressmn’
vmtage room festooned: with
generations of gewgaws, posters
. pictures, and.blizzards. of nico-

‘maost martiages :
- Ascending his thron —a
| ano benchin'a cockpit behind 4
baby'grand. piano, surrounded :
with bar stools and decorated.
‘Wwith four microphones — Rod
Dibble begins the ancient ritual .
with a bit of Gershwin, rippling
‘chords® formmg the Tamiliar
melody. "

sriiood mlmcdmtely B
Vates = the piano bar king is on -~
‘the. _|oh. repeating what he's.
“done; five mghm a weel, from 9
at night il 2'in the, mornmg for
the'past 45 years, - .
“#1'd like to maké it an'¢ven
50," says.Dibble, 72, who has: B
becn a: profe%ional musician .
-since he was a 17-year-old kld in -
‘| Berkeley, - covering - gigs™ his

‘be nice, I‘lfty yeam at (hc same :
place.” R
. Fifty ycars lo hecom .one of |
the lastof a cenam breed of mu-
sician, - - ¥
- In the old days there were
{two or threa other piano bars on - I8
Grand Avenue near the Alley, the i
:Oakland nightspot that has been
Dibble’s' musical home since.. [l
‘1960, eight years-before the A's"" |§
‘came to Oaklarnd, and only two
after the Giants moved to San
Francisco: , LT

Vanishl_qg scene

BOB PU’I’IN(y\IM f
ROD DIBBLE plays plano and smgs May 19 with ali who drop by The Alley pxano bar in Oakland
leble |s the East bay‘s Iongest-runnmg plano bar player..

"Now. (hcre are fcw others in"

the Bay Area. There's Lefty's tind

{ Martuni’s in San Francisco, the

town where the legendary Wilbur: ‘feast on thé tunes thnt filled.the - “play, and 1 lnke ‘to’ lenrn new-.
‘Stump claimed 10 have |nvemcd air before rock altered the heart - songs. Htry to leam two new ones
lhe idea of: the piano bar. - “.‘and mind of popular music.- - every week.” - "

|- But the all-night plano plnycr- ". Dibble, if pressed, could. " -“New,” of course. isa reluuvc

1 'has been supplanted most places. -knock out a convincing version * term, Right now he’s working on

where customers are Invited to “of “Take Your Girlie to the “Flying Down to Rio,” from the

sing by the much less personal ‘Movies (If You Can't' Make 1932 Fred Astaire movie of the

and pérsonable’ karaoke ma:  Love at Home),” u pre-WWI -same name,. and “Alone. To-
thine, with its cheesy urran;,e- knee-slapper that probably few . gether” from the 1932 Howard -
' ments-and.lyrics on video, - If uny other East l!uy muw.luns . Diétz and Arthur Schwum show

With Dibble, there's nolhing “know. . . “Flying Colors.”

on video, If you don't know the=: "l know i lot uf songs, 3,000 -7 “I like stuff like thut ‘all the-
‘words,: he'll hand you a sheet of * maybe,” says Dibble; wuhout as - stuff from the *20s and '30& he -
paper with the lyrics on them, much.as even'a qlx(centh note of " says, “I've always:lived in_the’
Donl lry to slump hlm, cllher, ul gloa(lm, in hh voiw : “l Ilke t()_ . past 1 don’t have a computer, und o

once.'

-An early start

- Most of the tunes he pluys
lhough, were tho songs he
learned as a boy, the tunes his
mom sang around the house, and
the ones he yearned to play when
he began taking plano from the
family’s landjady in. Berkeley,
where they moyed from Pasadena-
in 1938, when Dibble i

See DIBB I: Pnge C9
e l/l'.

| Well, let’s get it over wit

| been brought back, 14
: Pmole Community Pla

B | tweaking. The name w

down by the efforts of

I\ve only tulked ovéra cell phone |

1978 mu51ca
~back to Pme

[DYOU EVERr
that when'you h
: say something y
rather not say, there’s a
~= verbally in this case -
shuffle your feet'and cle
throat? Like now, for in:

It’s about revisiting
hold the cute, please -
Best Little Whorehous.
Texas.” The 1978 musi

ter its first performanc

a-return engagement 8
"Community Playhouse
.Tennent Ave., Pinole.
: Unfonunalely. the t.
took its toll in sizzie ar
In fairess, | saw the s
its second night, notor
cast letdowns after the
There are cast diffe
well between then ane
And while comparisor.
odious, they are also i
when a show comes b
the same stage.
This would not be t
time that the show nex

changed to “Cathouse
before it could be pert
Canada and England.
2002, a Houston, Texa
tor and cast resigned i,
than remove “goddam
the script. The theater
tuted “Pump Boys an¢
Dinettes,” which, incic
Pinole also did so whe
well a few years ago a
its regular season.

A quick refresher: *
tle Whorehouse” is bay,
-the true story of a lege
Texas brothel known'a
Chicken Ranch, so nar
cause, during the Depr
-customers were allowe
with, poulfry. The fangy
operated fmm the 184!
1973 when it was final

ing Houston radio con:
and his conservative at
Given this situation
— in the character of
‘Ed Eart Dodd — becot
tral to the plot, and hi
toa lunsge_degrec sets |
of the show. Michael ¢
played the role in the !
duction, directed by D,
Clark. Kyle Johnson fil
same role in the pres¢
directed by Gregg Klei
: While some of the 1,
is'still rough as g cob,
pulled it off with such
shucks affability the ot
words — at least in me
were comical. ¢ ¢
Johnson takes the r
seriously, playing the s
with foot-stomping pet
and seeming self-assun
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- needed. a. difteront tedicher,.

" ested In po,
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~ Almiost. liﬁtﬁodidtél&.’ Hu;‘ff

lanidlndy

knew the young planist

somehody who was more Intor.

~.«- woogle, So Dibble went to hand

“leader and music'store owner
Chuck Dutton, who would take
- students “who had a good ear.”,
He'd teach them seven different -

- ways to play a chord, = ' -

- “He taught me for the years -’

from junior high-to high school,”
he says. “He got-me jobs play- .
ing house parties and jobs he .
- couldn’t make. By that time, I -
" had a 200- to 300-song reper-
toire,” . o
- Not- long ' afterward, "he
landed-a steady gig at Larry
Blake's Rathskeller in a cellar
on Telegraph Avenue in Berke-
ley. i
- - “That was a great way to
learn music; all the college stu-
dents would turn out to sing,
and they'd just shout out titles,”
he says. “They'd sing all those
fun songs, from before rock 'n’
roll.” . :
The ‘won’t do’ list

Not that Dibble has anything
against rock, as long as he does-
o't have to play it

And, don’t ask Him to play
“Tie a Yellow Ribbon 'Round the
Old Oak Tree” or “Feelings”
He’s sick of those two.

And whatever you do, don’t
even whisper the words “Piano
Man.” Not only will Dibble
refuse to play the Billy Joel tune,
but he might also explain to you
‘all' the things that are wrong
with'it, : i

“I never liked it in the first
place,” he says. “To begin with,

. it has a dumb melody.” -
-~ But'what really frost's Dib-

~, ble’s mug is the attitude the

lyrics have toward piano bar
guys — he hates the idea that
the microphone smells like a
heer. And he’s not particularly
happy about the fact that the
guy seems to hate his job, .

But the thing that really bugs
him is the title. )

“I'm not the piano man. God,
if somebody calls me piano
‘man, I tell them I'm the pianist,
my name is Rod Dibble,” he
says..“I don't'do the laundry, so
'm not the laundry man, I'm not

““the ‘elevator man. Actually, |

kinda like saying I don't play it.”
His distaste for the tune is
‘not shared by others who per-
form at piano bars. “In- fact,”
Dibble says sadly, “whenever |
let someone play at-the Alley,
the first thing they do isPiano
Man.’ I don’t understand it.”
. That's rare, though — sick or
well, the king shows up. for
work. When he's feeling good,
and that’s most-of the time af-
-ter his dajly laps around Lake
. Merritt, Dibble likes nothing
. better than to cruise into the Al-
ley and climb hehind the piano,
When he's not feeling welt, de-
spite . the problem he has
singing, 4 night at the piano bar -
is good medicine. i
“It's like going to a party

< ovety. gl
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~0f the thme 1 taens oill, 2

i Hayy
Dilihle, “Peo alwiys fﬂn,w_ul; [ve
never done anything - alsy,
There's: nothing - élse | evlr

-wanted {6-do. 1 love the inter.
~action of the Job,” :

tunos arid hoogle. T8 868 Hst

By about-10 p.m, the regi

lars begin wandering In, slid ng-
- onto the'stools that surround the ..
plano, and_mulling over the -

tunes they want to perforni,
David Jackson, now in his

24th year as an Alley regular, )

-takes a position at Dibble's left
hand, and fills.in with a little
percussion as he waits for his
turn at the microphone.

! Jackson, who now sings pro-
fessionally, credits Dibble and
the Alley for giving him his start
as a singer. But he’s a little sur-
pris;sld his Alley crooning began
at all.

- "When I came in, there was
a man named Tex, at the end of
the bar, dressed in Levi's and
Tony Lama boots,” he says. “He
was singing ‘Streets of Laredo,’

and there wasn't one other per-,

son of color in there. And I kind
of wondered if this really was
where I needed to be,” -

"He huifig"bick 6n'the side-

lines, but was finally over- .

whelmed by the friendiiness of
the crowd, which was encour-
aging him to sing,

He finally got enough
courage to pick up a micro-
phone, but soon realized he and
Dibble were generations apart
in musical knowledge, The only
tune they both knew was “Since
I Fell For You.”

Jackson was overwhelmed by
the applause and good wishes.

“This was the nicest I've ever
been treated anywhere across
the country or in other coun-
tries,” he says. “It was, and con-
tinues to be, the most welcom- |
ing environment of any public
establishment.”

The regulars — who -cele-
brate their birthdays with the
Alley, purchase cakes, and find
their names on stockings hang-
ing around the piano at Christ-
mas — make a practice of en-
thusiastically welcoming “Alley
virgins” to the fold.

And Dibble is the chairman
of the welcoming committee,

*“A good singer is like a good
musical instrument, and it’s fun
to play with them,” Dibble says,
“I have a couple of pros who
come-in and it's fun to work
with them, too, But what [ really
enjoy are the ones who aren’t
sure if they can sing or not.
That’s the most fun and the
most challenging. And when
they try it, they have much more
fun than the seasoned singer.”

Dibble courts the newcom-*
ers, particularly the shy ones,
who seem to be on the verge of
either singing or ritnning away.
He'll chat them up, then offer
them a few lyric sheets. And,

~when they take the leap of faith
-and actually try to vocalize, he'll

sing with them for a few bars,
before letting them solo.

He smiles like a proud father
when a tyro sails on “Moon
River” or discovers it’s only a

i,

ROD DIBBLE estimates he knows how to play about 3,000 songs

. BOB PEPPINGSTAFF

— and he’s still learning new ones.

“Paper Moon,”

Regulars get encouragement,
too, but of a different sort. Dib-
ble will lightly tease ttiem as
much as urge them to sing.
They appear to feel like part of
the big show.

The singers represent what a
kindly soul would call a wide
range of abilities. There are
some beautiful voices in the Al-
ley, and some others whose tal-
ents would scare alley cats. But
the point here is not to hecome
the next *American Idol." This
is what you do for fun — i’s do-
it-yourself entertainment, and
Dibble wouldn’t have it any
other way.

Crowds at the Alley are get-
ting younger, particularly on
weekdays, when a good number
of the customers are college age,
singing tunes their grandparents
considered oldies.’

"A lot of the young people
have never heard these songs,
or have only heard one version
of them,” he says. “They come
in here not.only to sing, but to

-learn what the music of people
like Gershwin or Cole Porter is
like.” o
While Dibble claims to live
in the past, he seems to be en-
- ergized when the crowd around
the piano is young and enthusi-
astic. He delights in making the
old Alley rattle with song and
laughter.. And the place feels
very much like it was built for
that, in a day when entertain-
ment and marketing was a lot
simpler. :
Proper setting
The inside of the bar carries

Jthat

out the alley theme. The bar it-
self is in a little shack at one
side of the building, and the ta-
bles, where patrons can eat as
well as drink (burgers are only
$3), have an-old comfortable
feel, as does the piano, with its
chipped keys and potpourri of
this and that — from bells and
hats to flags and playbills —
surrounds . the piano
hench,

Nothing in the bar has any-
particular reason for being
placed in a particular spot. An
ancient X:shaped tin sign for
Lucky Lager Beer looms dver
one of the tables, and if you
glance a few feet above Dibble's
head, you'll see a poster of a
woman standing between two
men at a row of urinals — a sou-

venir from the nascent days of ]

the women’s movement.

For Dibble, it's been his per-
forming home for longer than
most people's entire careers.
And the memories aren't far
from-the surface. Entertainer
Danny Marona played with Dib-
ble early in his career, and Dib-
ble himself performed in nu-
merous locations before settling
in the Alley. decades ago.

But Oakland is home, the Al-
ley is his castle, and the king is
pleased.

“I live three blocks from the
club in a court with little 1920s
stuceo houses, all with fireplaces
and hardwood floors, My view
is (he whole lake,” he says.
“God, it’s great. Man, I'm so
lucky.”

Reach Pat Craig at 925-945-
4736 or at peraig@ ectimes.com.
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| 7-0n Bull,” by Harry G. Frankfu

V v

Gompted hom sy af 4%

pentlont bagkatvtes in New

Calllornia 5

Flotion

1. “A Long Way Down," by e
Hotnby, (Aivorhead, $24 95 )

2, "The Mermald Chalr,™ by 51

- Kidd..(Viking, $24 95)

3. “Zorro,” by Isabel Allenda ()
Collins, $25 95 )

4. “Gilead,” by Mantynne Robir
(FSG, $23)

5. “Speclmen Days,” by Micha
ningham (FSG, $25.) -

8. “In the Campany. of Cheert
Ladles,” by Alexander McCah
{Pantheon, $19.95.)

7. “The Closers,” by Michael C
(Little, Brown, $26.95.)

8, “The History of Love,” by Ni
Krauss. (Nortan, $23.95.)

9. “Never Let Me Go,” by Kazu
uro. {Knopl, $24.)

10. “The Da Vinci Code,” by D.
Brown. (Doubleday, $24.95 )

N_onﬁctlon :

1. “Freakenomics,” by Steven |
and Stephen Dubner. (William
$25.95) .

2.“1776," by David McCullough
$32.}

3. “Oh the Glory of It All,” by S
Wilsey. (Penguin Press, $25 95

4. "You: The Owner's Manual,”
Michael F. Roizen, M.D. and M.
Oz, M.D. (HarperResource, $2-

§. “Blink," by Malcolm Gladwel,
Brown, $25.95.)

6. “The World Is Flat,” by Thotn
Friedman. (FSG, $27.50.,)

{Princeton, $9.95.)
8. “Plan B,” by Anne Lamott, (e
head, $24.95.} .
9. "French Women Don't Get Fs
Miteille Guiliano. (Knopf, $22.)
10, “Coach,” by Michael Lewis. |
ton, $12.95)
Trade paperback fictic
1. *The Klte Runner,” by Khaled
seini. {Riverhead. $14.)
2. "Skinny Dip,” by Carl Hiassen
(Warner, $12.95.) .

BARTENDER ALAN BRUCI
but if you're more in'the mo
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FROM PAGE C10

most true dives, people come
here for stiff, cheap drinks, t
he left alone or to engage th
company they came with.

Craving some dahl with th
Guinness? No problem. Next
door's Kerry House Raj India
Cuisine, which shares the san
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In a world where Louis Prima gives the Gap good buzz and
platforms never go out of style, everything old is hip again.

What's so appealing about the stylish curves of a genuine '50s drive-
in? The funky, fascinating accumulations at an old cobbler’s shop or type-

writer store? ‘I'he homey atmosphere of a coffeeshop? The weird beatnik

vibe of 2 cocklail lounge?
The vintage fonts on their dated signs and disappearing architecture
beckon with promises of rare workmanship. Their mold has-been bro-

ken, yet they seem comlortingly, charmingly familiar, hinting at a mys- -

terious history or an exotically wholesome past.
Blame it on postmodernism or a kind of conservatism. Blame it on the
ever-accelerating pace of technology or the speeding vehicles on the

highways, full of Type-A achievers yakking on their cell phones, racing
toward the future faster than ever before. Blame it on Y2K.

Until moderm life gives us something better than outlet malls and
sport utility vehicles, these fixtures in the East Bay landscape will have
to do. They may not be historical landmarks — yet — and they may not
offer deep discounts; generic packaging or Web pages. But we love themn.

Send in your favorite’ East Bay retro landmarks by February 15. And
we'll write.about them. After all, newspapers are something of a retro in-
stitution. themselves. . [

- Kimberly Chun

+

- PIANO BAR
& RESTAURANT

By Kitnherly Chun
CHRONMOLE STAEY WRITER
a \/ ast of Qakland has had its fisst drink there,
| say the regulass at the Alley piano bar and
I\A restaurant. And Just as many have been,
throwin oul by its longtime owner Jody Kerr,

Fhie rest just pass by the pink and green neon-
trimmed cottagielike facade on Grnd Avenne day
after day and never poin,

They ought o, Vhey would enter i din wilder-
ness of sensory overload.

Froagine an alley, re-created by a diunken Wait
Disney, lined with dark wood, Fonnica, street sig
nage, weird paper ephemera and thousands of

. bisiness cards. A clothesline above the bar dun-
ples "o0s-cra chiffon slips. Beside it are a tele

phone pole, a street lamp and a lighted window -
showing off a curvaceous silhouctte: ‘The store

window facade of an “Alley Loan Co.” houses a
mysterious collection of clothing and a ukulele.

It's a trip — back to the time you, and inaybe. .

cven your mother, had your first drink, “My -

mother came it in 1947, and she was only 17, She

browght her sister’s 1D, and they ‘used to carve :

their initials straight into the wall,” says Nancy
Gordon of Qakland.
Now business cards bedeck the walls, Brown,

oily specintens sport phone numbers like Kellog

2.7300. Crisper ones list all sonts of oceupations.

including one foner presidential candidate: Jer-
ry Brown. .

“We had 1o take ‘e down 1o fireproof ‘em at
one time, but from now on we sptay ‘e with re-

dance, - ;

Piano player
Rod Dibble has
been tickling
the ivories at -
the Alley in
QOakland for 40
years, drawing
regulars such -
as Paul Rose

. (middle) of San
Francisco, who :
sing along.

Laz Viavasaa £ Ve Chromele

. »6,'3 Berkeley native who walks to work five days

a week.

‘T'he lowest point in Dibble’s Alley days was the

sad, songless night after President John .
Kennedy was assassinated. The most memorable
moment was undoubtedly when a woman came
i1 with her dog who she claimed could sing and

. 5 W,
“She put the dog on Lop of the piano bar, she

‘starled singing in a higli-tone piteh, the dog start-

ed yelping.and knocking over drinks and pecing
and it was complete ‘chaos!” Bibble - says,

. chortling.

tandant,” says Clanles Casprovinee, 75, whose |

wile, Kert, died four yems ago alter owning the
har for- 45 years.-

"Today the 1933 bar attiacts its share of college-
age hip cats and kittens, drawn by the surreal at-
mosphere and retro beatnik cool.

Casprovinee's nicce, Jackic Simpkins, 34, bar-
tends part tine and will take over whewher un
dle goes 10 the big alley in'the sky, She certainly

.. isn’t going to stand in the way of tradition.

Behind the piano, Rod Dibble pliys pre-'50s -

songs, as he has for 40 years, During “42nd
Street,”
the piano top toimitae Llap dancers, “I'll never re-
tire. No, I'm having too much fun,” says Dibble,

regulars will beat their change against.

"We say, ‘Let’s redo the bathroom.” But then
they say ‘No, leave it alone! ” she says: “It's old
and they like the way it looks. That's why they
comie in here and that's the purpose of the place:
not to change a thing.”

/

INSIDE

More of our
retro favorites
o Page 6

SEND IT

Send us the
scoop-en your East:
Bay retrd tavorites
by February 15,
and we'll publish
some in an
upcoming issue.
Suggestions can be
faxed to {510} 834
5556 or mailed o.
The Chronicle East
Bay Friday Section,
901 Mission St.,
San Francisco, Calif,
94103. Or e-mail
suggestions to:
ebayfriday@
sfgate.com.

freslunents as a benefit for the Women's 12,0

on ] Tlied and Vipoon

# UG Betkeley this week "The Bay Ares. Fnotprints and Memorable Moments”
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- SFGATE hitp://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/article/Piano-man-Rod-Dibble-s-got-em-feeling-all-right-2476570.php

Piano man Rod Dibble's got 'em feeling all right
MUSIC MUSIC
By Peter Hartlaub ' Published 4:00 am, Friday, Februafy 11, 2011

IMAGE 1 OF 3

Rod Dibble claps in approval after a woman finishes singing to his music at The Alley bar in Oakland Calif, on Friday, Feb. 4, 2011. leble jokes with fans
throughout the night and rings a cowbell when he he ... more

They sit at the bar and put bread in his jar, but regulars at the Alléy know better than to ask Rod Dibble to play "Piano Man."
And the newcomers quickly learn.

Dibble has played at this Oakland bar for more than 50 years, and the key to his - and the Alley's - longevity is a complete lack of
compromise. To watch Dibble at the piano is to walk into a time warp of a "Twilight Zone" episode. Or maybe it's heaven. Either wa
there's no Billy Joel. :

"I always lay out the ground rules: If you want to play in my backyard, you sing my songs," Dibble says during a break between "Fly
Me to the Moon" and the 1937 jazz standard "Caravan." "As '_the years go by, the younger ¢rowd doesn't know the older tunes. But
they come in and they listen and they learn them. Cole Porter and Gershwin and Hoagy Carmichael ..."

The Alley is the last of the original Oakland piano bars, outlasting most of the others by 30 years. Dibble, 78, started playing the
Grand Avenue bar in 1960, and the scene hasn't changed. There are 12 seats around the heavily lacquered wood bar, four
microphones and songbooks - patrons are encouraged to sing alone or as a group. Dibble sits in a well at the far end, crooning in a
voice that falls somewhere between Louis Armstrong and Tom Waits on the raspy spectrum. The battered black Baldwin is his sixth
piano at the bar; he wore out five others. ‘

Eclectic mix of regulars
Dibble knows more than 4,000 songs by heart, without sheet music, and can adJust the key on the fly to accommodate each singer.

As songs end, cheers can be heard across the bar and restaurant, where a post-work crowd saws through $10 steak dinners.

http://www sfgate.com/entertainm ent/article/Piano-man-Rod-Dibble-s-got-em-feeling-all-right-2476570.php
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Piano man Rod Dibble's got 'em feeling all right -.SFGate

- The regulars are as eclectic a mix as you could imagine. Customers from the old days. Hipsters in their 20s and 30s who just moved

to the neighborhood. Karaoke ringers from out of town. Young couples out on a date away from the kids. Every race, age and level o (‘
singing ability is represented.

¥
When they gather around the U-shaped bar, the differences melt away. As long as they play by the rules, singers are quickly
assimilated into the Tribe of Rod. He has smiles for everyone, encourages the weaker singers and rings a small cowbell when one of
the regulars achieves a personal best.

Bill Danenhower, 74, was a beat cop in this neighborhood when Rod started playing. He's been coming to the Alley since he was in
his 20s. Danenhower gives off a Clint Eastwood vibe, drinking his Pabst Blue Ribbon in a bottle and keeping mostly to himself -
which makes it all the more haunting when he belts out a beautiful version of the 1940 song "Because of You."

"Rod hasn't changed at all," Danenhower says. "The neighbortiood has changed. Oakland has changed. But Rod's the same."

A link to the past ' :

Sitting across the bar is Matthew Newton, a 36-year-old writer and copy editor who lives nearby.

"I was never really a bar person, but there's something about this place. If I don't want to be alone, I can come here. There's always :
good vibe," Newton says after his rousing performance of "The Oakland Song." "There's something different and special about
Oakland that a place like this can survive. We're good to a place like this that has good bones."

There are no signs of the 21st century in the Alley, and only three from the latter half of the 1900s - an old 27-inch television at the
end of the bar, an ATM on the other side of the restaurant, and a 1980s stereo amplifier that Dibble mostly ignores.

The Alley is dressed up to look like a 1920s alley, with wood-shingled roofs, railroad-crossing signage and a window featuring the
silhouette of a busty dame. The walls are covered with business cards, making the entire establishment look as if it has psoriasis.
More often than not, the Oakland business cards feature a 415 area code. Cards from Gov. Jerry Brown and Gregg Allman are "
somewhere on the wall. Many of the cards have been here longer than Dibble.

Regulars say the Alley survived because of the talents of Dibble and the unstoppable forcé of former owner Jody Kerr, who ran the
joint with tough love from the 1940s until her death in 1995. Jackie Simpkins, the niece of Kerr's husband, took over a few years agc
One of her first orders of business was to remove the cards. She backed down when the regulars threatened a revolt.

"People really don't like it when I change things," she says. "They like it when I decorate for the holidays, and that's about all they

want."

Dibble doesn't change much either. The father of two and grandfather of four lives in Berkeley with his wife of four years, Linda, les
than six blocks from where he was raised. Dibble says he started playing in 1938, when he was 6 years old.

"My uncle was in vaudeville," Dibble says. "My mother toured with them and taught me all these great old tunes, She'd sing around
the house, and then I'd pick them out on the piano."

Keeping in shape, tune . .
Dibble walks 10 miles every day (often heading to the Claremont Hotel or the Berkeley Marina), practices piano in multiple 10-
minute clips, and tries to learn at-least one new song every week. When asked if he owns an iPod, it's unclear if Dibble is aware of th

device's existence.

"I don't even know how to use a cell phone,” Dibble says, laughing. "I wouldn't know how to turn on a computer. I'm a dinosaur and

proud of it."
Dibble plays Tuesday through Saturday nights. Longtime fans say he's still full of surprises.

"I'm 74 years old. I know a lot of songs. And he's playing songs on that piano that I've never heard in my life," Danenhower says. "It
amazing. They should do an autopsy on his brain when he dies.”

Hopefully that won't happen anytime soon. Simpkins acknowledges that it's impossible to imagine the bar without Dibble.

http://www -sfgate.com/entertainment/article/Piano-man-Rod-Dibble-s-got-em-feeling-all-right-2476570.php 2/5
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- " The piano man says he'd like to play for another 20 years, "at least."

"I'll never retire," Dibble says. "I'll be very happy to die right behind this piano here.” ' 6
Rod Dibble: 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. Tues.-Sat. The Alley, 3345 Grand Ave., Oakland. (510) 444-8505.

To see a fan-made video of Rod Dibble at the Alley, check out today's Culture Blog on SFGate.com;
www.sfgate.com/blogs/culture.

© 2016 Hearst Communications, Inc.
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Best Bar/Pub Food: Oh, you foolish thing | The Alley | Restaurants & Bars
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OAKLAND, BERKELEY, AND EAST BAY NEWS, EVENTS, RESTAURANTS, MUSIC, & ARTS

You searched for:
2004

Restaurants & Rars

Search for...

|

Narrow Search

Year

2004 "
Section

Restaurants & Bars ¥
Category

Best Italian Restaurant: A
bottla white, a bottla red

Best Soul Food: You'l}
never need to eat KFC
again

Best Korean Restaurant:
Bada bi, bada bhim, bada
bap i
Best Taqueria, Contra
Costa County: A killer
burrito? In San Ramon?

Best Nopales: Carnitas y i

cactus

Best West African Peanut
Stew: Good for your neo-
soul )
Best Gelato This Side of

- ftaly: Pear, fig, black
sesame -- mmm
Best Waterfront Dining:
But you'll have to beg for a
window seat
Best Chinese Restaurant:
Don't call the fire squad;
just eat some rice
Best Steak House: Can't
compete with local talent
Best Breakfast/Brunch:
Repress that bacon guilt
Best Restaurant Cooking
Classes: Do try this at
home
Best Bar: Music's in the
cafe, revolution's in the air
Best Draft Beer Selection:
Tap into this rotation

- BEST OF THE EAST BAY 2004

Best Bar/Pub Food: Oh, you foolish
thing ’

The Alley

Sure, the Alley's impressive rep among locals is rightly attributed to Rod Dibble,
the crusty piano man whe has been tickling the ivories throngh booze-scaked
renditions of "These Foolish Things" and "Summertime" for the past five
hundred years or so, But the lovable dive is more than just a place to tie one on

_ and howl through the show tunes; it also turns out some of the tastiest bar food
in the East Bay. This might be the beer talking, but the blissfully greasy
cheeseburgers and assorted deep-fried goodies that are born in the "Alley
Galley" are unrivaled in the world of drunkard snacks. When you get a little
cocktailed, it's almost impossible not to fall prey to the enticing aromas wafting -
from the galley. One bite of that scrumptious, cheese-covered fryer food and
you're haoked -- for a measly $3.50, you've stumbled into your temporary
nirvana.

Readers' Pick: Cato's Ale House 3891 Piedmont Ave. Oakland, 510-655-3349
MrCato.com/chome.htm

F;r'nall'.;

Tweet

Share ﬁ*(—)_] '

i

o submlt_ ;

« PREV: Best Halal/Kosher Butcher: Got goat... | NEXT: Best New Restaurant:

Jose, Umi ...... »

" Previous Winners

*'._(Sorry, no information is currently available for other years in this same award
2. category.)
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You searched for:
2008

Arts & Culture

Search for...

Narrow Search

Year

(008~ v]
Section

(A:t:gcmwre v
Category

Best Local-Topic Blogger
Best Piano Player

Most Multi-Talented
Musician

Best Arts Presenter

Best Jazz Combo

Best Old-School Club DJ
Best R&B or Soul Singer
Best String Quartet

Best Ska Band

Best Painter

Best Latin Artist

Best Local Author

Best Jammed-Out Kraut-
Rock Funk Combo

Best Publishing Company

Best Classic Mix on a
Mainstream Radio Station

Best Cover Act or Tribute
Band

Best Hard-to-Categorize
Roots-Rock Band ~

Best String Band
Béest Actor

Best Yard Art

Best Assemblagist

Best Political
Activist/Artist

Best Local Book

Best Early Music Ensemble
Best Director

Best Theatrical Production
Best Turf Dance Crew

Best One-Woman Arts
Booster

Best Local Album

hittp:/iwww .eastbayexpress.com/oakland/best-place-to-sing-a-little-night-music/BestOf?0id= 1167875

Best Place to Sing a Litle Night Music | The Alley | Arts & Culture
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BEST OF THE EAST BAY 2008

Best Place to Sing a Little Night Music
The Alley

For a fancy dress-up piano bar experience, there's always Bing Crosby's in

Walnut Creek. But if you want to relax and howl along, the classic spot is

Oakland's the Alley. A battered place decorated with hangirig laundry and a

grimy fake pawnshop window, the Alley doesn't appear to have changed since

the 1930s when it opened on Grand Avenue and people started attaching their
business cards to the walls. Rod Dibble's been behind the Alley's piano for nearly
fifty years. The neatly organized three-ring binders list about four hundred

songs, but rumor is that Dibble knows at least 5,000, with emphasis on the Great
American Songbook. He can effortlessly find your key, regardless of how wobl?ly

* you might be. Just don't ask for anything much newer than the Beatles; the most

recent song in the book is 1982's "Memory," from Cats. We wish we could report
more, but just one of the bartender's $8 triple-strength Manhattans (prepared
classically with bitters; iflight on the sweet vermouth) obliterates the details.
Happily, before 9:45 p.m., there's food to soak up all that alcohol. A grahdpa—
pleasing steak dinner is available complete with baked potato and salad for just
$9.75. Other choices include chopped sirloin, fried chicken, or those new-fangled
hamburger sandwiches. It's good that the food's so cheap, because the Alley is
cash-only. :
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Best Retro Karaoke Bar | The Alley | Restaurants & Bars

OAKLAND, BERKELEY, AND EAST BAY NEWS, EVENTS, RESTAURANTS, MUSIC, & ARTS

You searched for:
2011

Restaurants & Bars

Search for...

Narrow Search

Year
| 2011 v
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Restaurants & Bars ¥
Category

Rar with the Most Diverse
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Best Affordable Alternative
to High-End Artisan Ice
Cream or Sorbet

Rest Afghan Restaurant
Best Al fresco Boozing
Best Art in a Restaurant

Best Bar That Also Looks
Like Your Living Room

Best Barbecue Place You've
Never Heard Of

Best Boba Drinks
Best Burger

Best Cal-Med Comfort
Food

Best Ceviche

Best Deep Dish Pizza
Best Fried Chicken
Best Frozen Dessert
Best Ethiopian

Best Games and Activities
at a Bar

Best Garlic Fries

Best Grub at a Nightclub
Best High~End Vegan Dish
Best Indian

Best Jalisco Home Cooking
Best Korean Dive

Best Laotian Cuisine

Best Locally Made Sausage
Best Morning Buzz

Rest Neighborhood
Hangout

- « PREV: Best Retro Cocktails

BEST OF THE EAST BAY 2011

Best Retro Karaoke Bar
The Alley

Before the karaoke machine there was the piano bar, a laid-back, convivial
hangout with an enormons Steinway around which the lonely or the restive or
the celebratory could gather, sip, listen to the noodlings of the artist-in-
residence, and, when the mood struck, croon along. There were no tinny
synthesizers or oblique video accompaniments and very few showboaters to deal
with, just a crew of wannabe Sinatras passing the mic, sharing the velvet hour,
and rallying under the banner of Porter, Berlin, and the brothers Gershwin.
Against all odds, the warmth and immediacy of the piano bar endures in this
detached and phobic era, at least in Qakland, where Rod Dibble presides at The
Alley's community spinet, just as he has for more than half a century. Pull up a
staol, rifle through one of the songbooks, pick a tune in your general vocal range,
and wait for your turn at the mic. Dibble has some 4,000 songs in his repertoire,
and he's adept not only at guiding the inexperienced past a variety of vacal
lq._ndmines, he's a marvelous accompanist and an encouraging audience to boot.
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The Alley - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 1 of 3

The Alley

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Alley is a restaurant and piano bar located in the Lake Merritt
neighborhood of Oakland, California, in the United States. It is known The Alley
for its nightly singing by patrons who take the microphone accompanied M
live by veteran pianist Rod Dibble, who also sings.

Contents

= ] History
= 2 Rod Dibble
= 3 Reception

- 1 RN
= 4 References The Alley piano bar in Oakland

= 5 External links
Restaurant information

Established 1933
HiStOl’y Current owner(s) Jackie Simpkins
Food type American
The Alley is one of the last remaining Oakland piano bars.!"! It was Dress code casual
founded in 1933.”%) Most of the previous piano bars closed upwards of Street address 3325 Grand Avenue
thirty years ago.!'! The bar looks like a saloon or 1920s alleyway with City Oakland
wood shingles and windows in the interior.!"! Writer Kimberly Chun has County Alameda
o bt throughout il o foond | Se  Calmi
Approximately 40,000 to 50,000 business cards from visitors are Coordinates 37.813100°N 122.247130°W
displayed all over the walls, attached with staples.”'* Business cards Other locations  none

from Jerry Brown and Gregg Allman can be found.!"! Dinner, which is

served nightly, focuses on American cuisine such as steaks and burgers.”®) An average steak dinner costs around $10. A
piano is located past the main bar surrounded by a lacquered wood bar. Twelve seats sit at the bar and a pianist sits on the

far end. Songbooks and microphones also rest on the bar.!"! They primarily play songs from the Great American Songbook.
[2]

The bar used to be owned by Jody Kerr, who owned it from the 1940s until her death in 1995. Kerr's relative Jackie
Simpkins owns the bar today. When she became the owner she wanted to remove the business cards, but the regular bar

guests protested.!') In order to keep in compliance with the fire code, the bar sprays the business cards with fire retardant.””

In 2010, an apartment next to The Alley caught on fire. The fire destroyed the apartment but did not spread to the bar."!
Rod Dibble

Pianist and singer Rod Dibble performs nightly at the bar."*) Visitors to the bar can sing solos accompanied by Dibble. He
started playing piano in 1938 when he was six years of age. He has performed at The Alley for over fifty years starting in

196017 Dibble walks to practice ten miles every day. He often practices at the Claremont Resort or the Berkeley
Marina. When he practices, he plays in 10-minute increments and learns one new song a week. He knows more than 4,000
songs by heart and changes the key based on the participating singer. San Francisco Chronicle writer Peter Hartlaub
describes Dibble's voice as a mix of "Louis Armstrong and Tom Waits on the raspy spectrum.”" He plays a Baldwin piano.

When a participating singer does exceptionally well Dibble rings a cowbell in their honor.!"! When a participating singer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Alley 6/18/2016
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makes his or her debut at singing at The Alley, Dibble rings a much smaller bell in honor of the singer being an "Alley
Virgin" regardless of whether the singer does exceptionally well. In the 1980s, Dibble accepted a recurring request,
providing "frontier-style" incidental piano accompaniment to the poem "The Shooting of Dan McGrew", recited by "Tex",

a regular patron who said he was a Texas Ranger."”)

Dibble is married, has two children and four grandchildren. He lives in Berkeley. When asked if he would ever retire,

Dibble stated "I'll never retire, I'll be very happy to die right behind this piano here."!"!

Reception

The Alley has been mentioned in travel and restaurant guides to Oakland and the San Francisco Bay Area. The book,
GrassRoutes Travel Guide to Oakland: The Soul of the City Next Door, said of The Alley that it was "an old-time

alternative to karaoke" and that it represented "Oakland at its friendliest.""”) The bar attracted "a wacky mix of hams and
crooners", said the Lonely Planet, and there were no beers on draft but the mixed drinks were "strooooong."!''! Rough

Guides listed The Alley as a bar in 2003 then as a live music venue in 2011.1"3! A guide to dive bars in the San Francisco
Bay Area listed The Alley among five of Oakland's dive bars, the group including Smitty's, a local bar several doors up the

street from The Alley.!'¥
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External links

»  The Piano Bar (http://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/arts-culture/the-piano-bar/), a 2013 film about
The Alley
» The Alley Cats (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2296985/), a 2012 film about The Alley
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Jennifer Gates, |

California Preservation Foundation
Advocacy and Leadership

Adam Lamoreaux,

Linden Street Brewery
Aa’vocacy and Leadership

" Tony Meadow,

Samuel Knight Chapter of the Society for Industrial Archeology
‘Advocacy and Leadership -

 Alfonso Dominguez and Sarah .Filley, ‘
Popuphood
Advocacy and Leadership

“The Alley Cats” documentary
' Education
“The Alley Cats” Film Produiction Team and Supporters
Accepting award: Cary Virtue, Director and Producer

“Oakland Landmarks: An artistic portrayal of history” book
Education
-Heidi Wyckoff, artist, and Annalee Allen, writer A

10,000 Steps: Walking the Invisible City” program
Education
Marksearch Team
- Accepting award: Sue Mark and Bruce Douglas

Jane Powell
Lifetime Achievement

Deborah Cooper

Lifetime Achievement

Ray Raineri

Lifetime Achievement




April 2, 2012*
To Whom It May Concern:
Please accept this application for the 2012 Partners in B

minute documentary, “The Alley Cats”. T have include
of the DVD, for your review. I believe this project fits i

i

The purpose of the project was threefold:

1. To capture and share some of the wonderfulness
2. To bring focus to The Alley and how unique it is
a bar”. This film shows it is much more, and is e&a
preserving history.
Bring awareness to what some would call a dyinl
piano bar.

It takes a village to complete something like this (Please
people involved in the project). The project was begun i

reservation Award for my 33-

a brief synopsis, and two copies

the “Education” category.

of Oakland and its history.

Many people think of it as “jlist
time capsule in and of itself

> art form, live performance at a

see the list of “credits” and

May 2010, and recently

completed in March 2012. Of course, there were challenbes. Most of the filming was
done without any budget, so I am happy to say that people gave their time freely. Getting
licensing agreements for the pieces included was a big effort. Mostly getting over these

obstacles took perseverance. Also, an initial bit of money
the film get completed.

I do not know the historic status of The Alley. One of my
film into greater Oakland history. I believe the film bring
that many people probably are not aware of,

I hope that you will consider this for your award. If not, I
it is a sweet, fun story on its own. The Alley is truly a ge
of this length, 33 mins, is rare and can keep The Alley an
many years to come.

Thank you,

Cy

* I realize that this will have a postmark date one day aftey
sending this anyway, with the hope of leniency for the rea
get a postmark on April 1, given it is a Sunday. I also und

what you feel is best.

4

from Kickstarter.com helped

interests/goals was to tie the
s to light some interesting facts

hope you enjoy the film. I think
1 in Oakland history and a video
those who love it alive for

the “official” deadline. I am

son that it was impossible to
prstand, rules are rules, so do
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The Alley Cats

2012 Partners in Preservatio
Contact information: Cary Virtue, 510-717-7133, cary

e LT
Ditptheatioveadilin com

Project synopsis:
“The Oakland Song” opens this short documentary to i

Oakland Heritage Al?ance
1

it

Application

tweenmall.com

%ages of Oakiand at nighttime,

setting the place for the story about local piano bar “Thg Alley”, The central character in
the film, Rod Dibble, piano player of over 50 years is iljroduced by Bernice, aka Big Red

answers questions about Rod and the piano bar on the

“Regulars” share their stories about when they first disc
love of singing came about. Thembi stumbled upon The
to start at The Grand Lake Theater; Paul was told by co-
Paul. James first came to The Alley as a patron when hel
worked off an on for over 35 years as bouncer, waitress
when Rod first started working at They Alley.

one at the bar.’

pvered The Alley and how their
Alley while waiting for a movie
workers; Arthur was told by
was underage, and Bernice, has
nnd bartender. She remembers

The singers perform some of their favorite songs while tplking about how they developed

an interest and love for Tin Pan Alley and the American
California girl, growing up in Berkeley and Oakland, w

Songbook songs. Thembi is a
0se parents were musicians. Paul

grew up in Cleveland in the 1950s and which was influehced by Broadway. Arthur is
originally from New York and being influenced by Jazz {and sings “Ace:in the Hole’,
because it is about NY. Rod Dibble remembers that therd were 6 piano bars at one time
on Grand Ave, and now The Alley is the only one in Oaklland.

James, an Oakland native, tells his story and history at The Alley throughout the film. He
also gives an historical overview of what Oakland was like just before The Alley was
built, around the time of the end of prohibition, when it was built, up until the time of the
oldest known family member, Jody Kerr, of the current ovner (Jackie Simpkins). This is
done with archival footage and photos of Oakland and the bay area. The film ends with
the regulars wondering what is next for the one remaining piano bar in Oakland.

Featuring

Rod Dibble

and “The Alley Cats”
Dave and Sally Chapman
Norman Gee

Arthur Hurwith
Thembianne Jackson
Linda McCormick
Bernice Pryor aka “Big Red”
Paul Rose

James Serwa

“The OQakland Song”




Written by and Courtesy of
The Goodtime Washboard 3
Bruce Bratton, Dick Fagerstrom, and Wayne Pope

Edited by
Carlo Kamin

Camera

Ilja Sarro
Cary Virtue
Rich Wells

Lighting
Rich Wells

Color Correction
Craig Mieritz

Sound Mix
Charles Stella

Production Assistants
Jennifer L Davis

Erin Lucas

Guenet Sebsibe

Lisa Turnipseed

Writer
Linda Norton

Historical Photos Courtesy of
Oakland Museum
Photo Collections of

Moses L Cohen

Harry Courtright

Dorothea Lange

Herbert Mitchell

Oakland Public Library Main Branch
Oakland History Room

Cliff and Judy Gamble

Jack W Lilywhite, Roger Woods
Songs

ACE IN THE HOLE

Sung by Arthur Hurwith
By Cole Porter

. 1965




Published by Chappell & Co. Inc. (ASCAP)

BLUE LIGHT BOOGIE
Sung by Rod Dibble
- Written by Jessie Mae Robinson
Used by permission of Cherio Corp (BMI)

'BLUE SKIES
‘Sung by Norman Gee
Written by Irving Berlin

'CHARLESTON by Victor Silvester (archive.org)

I DON'T KNOW WHY, 1JUS DO
Sung by Dave and Sally Chapman
Written by Roy Turk and Music by Fred Ahlert

Published by Bluewater Music, Songways Inc., Pericil Mark (ASCAP)

IFTONLY HAD A BRAIN (AND A HEART AND {'HE NERVE)

Sung by Paul Rose
Written by EY Harburg and music by Harold Arler
Published by EMI Feist Catalog, Inc. (ASCAP)

I'VE GOT A FEELING IM FALLING

By Harry Link, Billy Rose and Thomas ‘Fats’ Wallef

Published by Chappell and Co., Inc (ASCAP)

LOVERMAN (OH WHERE CAN YOU BE?)
Sung by Thembianne Jackson

Written by James O Davis, Roger J. Ramirez and Jin
© Universal Music Corp (ASCAP)

“Old Time Jazz"” by Apple Loops
52 Street” by Jeremy Sherman

Historical Video from archive.org
Bay Bridge being built 1937
San Francisco 1906 post earthquake

Newspaper Clippings Courtesy of
Contra Costa Times

East Bay Express

The Montclarion

Oakland Tribune

The San Francisco Chronicle

imy Sherman
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